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MEMOIRS of the truly Reverend JOHN ELLIOT, 
frequently called the Apofile of the American Indians. 


[from the EVANGELICAL MAGAZINE. ] 


HIS juftly renowned fervant of Chrift was born in Eng- 
T land, in the year 1604, from whence he failed to America 
in 1631. He was called by the grace of God in early life, and 
received great advantages from the inftruétions of the truly vene- 
rable Thomas Hooker. Soon after his arrival in New-England, 
he became paftor of a church at Roxbury, near Bofton, coms 
pofed of fome of his pious and valuable friends, who followed him 
from Europe. 

He was a man of moft eminent piety—he was a man of prayer; 
and, knowing by experience the utility of that exercife in private, 
he was remarkable for promoting it among his friends. - When 
he was informed of any important public news, he would fay, 
‘« Brethren, let us turn al this into prayer.” When he paida vifie 
to his intimate acquaintance, he ufed to fay, * Come, let us not 
have a vilit without a prayer:” More particularly in the compan 
of minifters, he would fay, “ Brethren, the Lord Jefus takes muc 
notice of what is faid and done among his minifters when they are 
together; come, let us pray before we part.” He poffefled a 
happy facility in raifing {piritual obfervations from Common inci- 
dents, with fuch a mixture of pleafantry and gravity, as rendered 
his company highly defirable. He was a great lover of his Bible, 
and a diligent hearer of other minifters, whenever he had oppor- 
tunity: In a word, he was one who lived in heaven while he was 
on earth. | é 

From fuch a frame of fpirit it was, that once on a vifit, finding 
a merchant in his counting-houfe, where he {aw books of bufinefs 
only on his table, but all his books of devotion on the fhelf, he 
gave him this advice: “ Sir, here is earth on the table, and heaven 
on the thelf; pray don’t fit fo much at the table as to forget the 
fhelf ; let not earth by any means thuyft heaven out of your mind. 
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Mr. Elliot was exemplary in that necefary, but negleCed duty 
of mortification. ‘The great things of this world were to him 
jut whrat they are to a dying man. He rofe early in the morn- 
ing. He was ab{temious in his repafts ; and when the countenance 
ot a minifter feemed to indicate too much indulgence, he has 
thus addreffed him: “ Study mortification, brother, ftudy morti- 
fication !” 

His charity was a ftar of the firft magnitude in the bright con- 
fteliation of his virtues. His liberality to public and private cha- 
rities far exceeded the proportion of his little eftate. The poor 
efteemed him as their coinmon father ; and every objet of diftrefs 
in his neighbourhood found in him “ a érother born for adverfity.”” 
He was a great enemy to contention, and a great compofer of dif- 
ferences. When any minifter complained that fome cafes in his 
flock proved too difficul: for him, his ufual anfwer was, ‘* Brother, 
compais them !”’ and, * Brother, learn the meaning of thofe three 
little words, bear—forbear—forgive.” 

By the grace of God, thus amply beftowed upon ltim, he was 
eminently qualified for the work of the miniftry, in which he 
{pent near fixty years. He was a preacher who took care to dif. 
tribute ** to every one their meat in due feafon.” It was food, 
not troth, with which he entertained the fouls of his people. His 
way of preaching was very plain, but it was alfo remarkabiy power- 
ful. There was always much of Chrift in his fermons; whatever 
fubject he treated, he laboured “ to drive men to Chrift.” This 
was the /oadffone with which all his difcourfes were touched; a 
glorious, precious, lovely Chrift, was that point of heaven to which 
they always verged. ence it was that he would frequently give 
this advice to young preachers: “ Pray let there be much of Chrift 
in your miniftry ;” and when he had heard a fermon which had a 
{pecial favour of Jefus in it, he would fay, “ Biefled be God, 
that we have Chrift fo munch and fo well preached in poor New- 
Engiand!”” He was a great friend to we//-//udied fermons, always 
commended thofe in which he could difcover good thinking and 
reading; yet he wifhed to perceive fomechmg more in a fermon 
than human ftudy ; he has therefore been heard to complain—* It 
is a fad thing when a fermon wants that one thing—T he Spirit of 
God.” 

But this great man of God could not be fatisfied with the ufual 
exerciles of the Chriftian miniftry: his foul longed for the con- 
vertion of the neighbouring heathen. It does not appear that he 
had any mover to this enterprize except the Holy Spirit, who 
unpreffed upon his mind that idea, which was before impreffed on 
the feal of the Maffachufetts colony—A poor Indian with a label 


from his mouth-—“ Come over and help us.’ He was further 


duced to this undertaking, by the following paffage in the Royal 
Charter of that colony—* 79 win and incite the natives of that 
country 
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country to the knowledge and obedience of the only true Goa 
and Saviour of mankind, and the Chrijtian faith, in our royal 
intention, and the adventurers’ free profeffion, is the principal 
end of the plantation.” He difdained alfo the thought of being 
inferior in zeal to the Romifh Miffionaries, who “ compaffed fea 
and land to make profelytes.” 

When this charitable defign had once begun to flame, there 
was a concurrence of favourable circumftances to feed it with oil. 
All the good men in the country rejoiced in his undertaking the 
work, and neighbouring minifters kindly fupplied his pulpit when 
he went abroad. The Lord alfo inclined the hearts of godly per- 
fons in England to make a liberal contribution, which was at 
length entrufted to the care of an honourable corporation and 
faithfully applied for its intended purpofe. 
~ Mr. Elliot’s firft bufinefs was to learn the Indian language—a 
work of immenfe difficulty! for there feems not the leaft affinity 
in it to any European fpeech. ‘Their words are prodigioufly long ;* 
“© one would think,” fays Dr. Mather, his biographer, “ they had 
been growing in length ever fince the confufion at Babel.” He 
hired a native, who underftood Englifh, to affift him. By the 
moft laborious care and fkill, he fingled out a word—a noun—a 
verb, and purfuing it through ali its variations, compofed a gram- 
mar, which he afterwards publifhed. Thus he quickly rendered 
himfelf mafter of this ftrange exotic tongue, and at the cloie of 
his grammar writes—“ Prayers and pains, through faithin Chrit 
Felus, will do any thing!” And thus being, by -prayets and 
pains, furnifhed for the work, he entered upon it in the year 1646. 
‘Having called together an affembly of the Indians, at a fixed time 
and place, he paid them a vifit, accompanied by three of his friends, 
After a ferious prayer, he preached about a quarter of an hour on 

Ezek. xxxvii. 9, 10. That by prophe/ying to the wind, the 
wind came, and the dry bones lived. fn this fermon he intro- 
duced the principal articles of the Chriftian faith, applying all to 
the condition of the Indians prefent. “Having done, he afked them, 
Whether they underftood? ‘They replied—They underftood all. 
‘He then began, as was his ufyal method afterwards, to defire they 
would afk him what queftions they pleafed. ‘Thefe queftions 
generally referred to the fermon juft preached, and difcovered what 
advantage they had gained from it. He ufed alfo to afk them 
queftions ; and upon one of his firft exercifes, he made the young 
indians capable of regarding thefe three: 

1. Who made you and all the world? 

2. Who do you look fhould fave you from fin and hell? 


3. How many commandments has the Lord given you to keep? 
It 


* Nummatcheckodtantamooonganannonafh, fignifies, Our Lufts; 
Kummogkodonattootinmmocetitesongannunnona/e, Our Queftion. 
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It is almeft incredible how much labour and hardthip he endure, 
ed in the profecution of this yndertaking; how many weary dayg 
and nights rolled over hin; bow many tirefome journies he wenc; 
how many terrible dangers he encountered. Some litile idea may 
be formed of what he felt, and of what fupported him, by ay ex, 
tract of his letter to the Hon. Mr. Winflow: ‘“ [ have not,” fays 
he, ** been dry night nor day from the third day of the week to the 
fixth ; but so travelled ; pas | at night pull off my boots, wring my 
ftockings, and on with them again, and fo continue. But God 
fteps in and helps. I have contidered the word of Go. in 2 Tim, 
il. 3. Endure hardfhip as a goad foldier of Chrift.” 

Thee labours of love were crowned with fuccefs. The na- 
tives, who felt the impreffion of his mjniftry, were foon diftin, 
guifhed by the name of Praying Indians ; aad thefe infead of roam, 
jng abroad continually as they formerly did, foon inclined to a 
more fixed way of life; and inftead of living like wild beafts in a 
wildernefs, compacted themfelves into little towns, and applied 
themfelycs to the formation of a civil government, in which Mr. 
Elliot affifted them, taking for his model the word of God ; of the 
perfe&ion of which he thus exprefled limfelt on that accafion; 
** God will bring nations into diftrefs and perpiexity, that fo they 
may be forced into the Scriptures. All governments will be fhaken, 
that men may be forced at length to pitch upon that firm founda, 
tion, The Word of God.” 

Ox thefe little tettkements Natick was the principal. Here,.ig 
the year 1651, the firft Indian church was formed. Having ahan- 
doned polygamy, fornication, drunkennefs, and fabbath-breaking, 
they conieffed their fins with tears, and proteffed their faith 19 
Chrift, They and their children were then baptized ;, were folemnly 
united in a church covenant, and Mr. Elliot firit adminiftered the 
Lord’s {upper to them. 

The fame Spirit which a€tuated Mr, Elijot thortly infpired 
others to profecute the work of refcuing the poor Indians out of 
their worfe than Egyptian darknefs; among whom was the godl 
Mr. Richard Bourn, who foon faw a great effe& of his labours. 
At Mathippaug, another church was eftablifhed, where Higegomes, 
a converte: inion, was chofen to be their paftor. He alfo was 
made a very fuecefsful inftrument of bringing his Pagan brethren 
to Chrift. At Nantucket another Indian church was formed, and 
an Indian, John Gibbet, became their minifter. At Martha's 
Vineyard, Mr. Mahew, and feveral of his fons, were very uleful ; 
there were fifteen hundred: iea!s of their miniftry an that one 
iland.. In Connecticut, Mr. Fisch made noble effays towards the 
converfion of the Indians, as alfo Mr. Pierfon. In Mafiachuietis, 
Mr. Daniel Gookin, Mr. Peter Thatcher, and Mr. Grindal Raw- 

fon, were employed in the fame manner ; as alfa Mr. Samuel = 
ant 
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gud Mr. Tupper, in Plymouth, Mr. John Cotton likewife learnt 
‘the Indian language, and preached in it with fuccefs. 

It fhould he obferved that Mr. Elliot united to alk his others Ia- 
bours the vaft undertaking of tranflatiag the whole Bible into the 
Indian language, which was alfo printed at Cambridge, in New 
England. This was followed with Primmers, Grammars, The 
Prafice of Piety, Baxter’s Call, and other ufeful books. Several 
{chools were formed for the education of the natives, fore of whom 
afterwards took degrees in the college, 

Mr. Elliot, who lived to near ninety years of age, had the hap- 

inefs of fecing much fruit of his holy labours. As he approach- 
ed his end, he became ftill more heavenly, favoury, and divine than 
ever. Finding the decay of his flrength, he was importunate with 
his people to choofe a fucceffor ; and he had the fatisfaction to fee 
the excellent Mr. W alter fettled among them by unanimous con- 
fent. ‘Though fo aged and infirm, he retained an earneft defire to 
do famething for his Lord; and conceiving that his gifts were too 
far gane to enable him to be ufeful to the Englith, he defired thac 
fome of the little children of the negro flaves might be fent him 
to be catechized, He even undertook to teach a poar blind boy 
the knowledge of the Scriptures. 

While he was thus making his retreat from the world, his con- 
verfation chiefly turned on the coming of the Lord Fefus Chrift, 
He would fay, “‘ Come, Lord, I have been a great while ready tor 


thy coming.” Being reduced by a fever, Mr, Waker came to fee. 


him, to whom he faid, ** Brother, thou art welcome to my very 
foul. Pray retire to thy ftudy for me, and give me leave to be 
gone.’’ One of his lafi fentences was, ** Weicome joy.” 











THE VARIETY.—No. XXIIL 
A STRIKING DISPLAY OF DIVINE GRACE. 


R. S. L. of whom the following narrative is given, was 

born in Hollis, in the ftate of New-Hampfhire; but for 
many years before his deceafe he lived in a place now called He- 
bron, in the fame ftate. At Hebron he died, 1796, in the 46th year 
of his age. His thare of natural and acquired abilities were about 
equal to what is commonly poffeffed by hafbandmen in country 
places. His circumftances in life were far from affluent. He had 
a jarge family, and was frequently fubje& to misfortunes.—As to 
his moral charaéter, nothing remarkable is to be noticed, till with- 
in about four months of his deceafe. It may, however, be proper 
to obferve, that he was, what is commonly denominated, a kind 


hufband and a good neighbour; and was a pretty conftgnt attend- 


ant on public worfhip, and meetings far religious.exercifes—but 
was 
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was not, in his own view, nor in the view of others, a perfon of 
real piety, wll his ftate of probation drew near to a clofe. 

During the time of his refidence at Hebron, there were feveral 
feafous of religious attention. At fugh times he was very ready to 
hear, but very referved as to communicating his views of himfelf, 
When clofely queftioned, he would fometimes reply to this import: 
‘© While others are comforied in hopes of future happinefs, I am 
a poor milcrable creature.” And fometimes, being in great diftrefs, 
would fay, * I fuppofe I am eternally undone, by finning away 
the day of mercy.” 

About four months before his death, he went with his com, 
panion to tie place of his nativity, to vifit his friends, He was 
there taken with a diftrefiing diforder in his head; and appeared 
much dejected; but had no freedom to open his mind, even to his 
bofom friend. He returned t Hebron; and foon after went to 
his mimiter, faying, ‘“* | am a poor miferable creature as can be 
found out of hell, For J am about to be called out of the world 
nto eternity altogether unprepared. What fhall Ido? I have 
had loud cails, and all to my condemnation. Do pray for me.” 
He was told, that after all, it he fhould become a penitent, Chrift 
would receive him as freely as though he had obeyed the firit call 
in the time of his youth. - To which he replied, “| am left to 
fink down in fotuth ftupidity, in confequence of rejecting the 
repeated, folemn, calls of God. And | have no reafon to think 
that there can be any mercy tor me.” 

Both the diforder im his head and the diftrefs of his mind increaf- 
ed daily, in a very rapid manner. In his own view, however, he 
was ftupid in the higheft degree; and would fay, “1 am an old 
finner going right down to hell, and yet have no fenfe of my 
cancer. 

His diforder was dreadful in its nature and operation: it will be 
briefly deferibed, according to the views of his phyfician. He had 
a polypus in his nofe of the cancerous kind, which foon degene- 
rated into a proper cancer. Its progrefs was very rapid, and, 
in the courfe of it, the jaw-bone became fo affected that feveral 
of his teeth dropped our. The fungus fleth filled his mouth, fo 
as to fet his jaws wide open; and its growth and preffure were 
inch as to occafion a projection of one of his eyes, fo that his 
countenance was truly frightful ; and feveral perfons fainted at the 
fight. Several ounces of fungus flefh were cut out of his mouth 
at a time; and fo rapid was its growth, that in four or five days 
his mouth was fo hiled, that the fame operation was repeatedly 
needful. For a confiderable time his fpeech was fo ob{tructed thathe 
could fcarcely be underitood, anda canula was placed hh nis throat 
to enable him to breathe. 

While he lay in this fituation, he appeared to have fome fatis- 
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faction in his mind, and to give fome evidence to others that he had 
become a new creature. He difcovered a per: concern for 
the foul of his phyfician, and frequently queitioned him concern- 
ing his ftate. He alfo titessieoad much delight in the devotional 
exercifes of chrittan friends, who daily-came to vifit him. 

About ten days before his deceafe a furprizing event cook place. 
Though the fungus flefh appeared to fill his mouch and throat in 
aremarkable manger, and the difficulty of {peaking or breathing 
as great as it had at any time beea, yet, to the aftoniihment of ail 
{pectators, his fpeech was fuddenly reftored, and he was enabied 
to {peak with great eafe, freedom and propriety, for feveral hours. 

The minifter was immediately fent for to behold the affecting 
feenes When Mr. L. diicovered that the miniiter was in the 
room, he addreffed him in an affectionate manner, calling him 
brother. Then extending his hands, and moving them in a circu 
lar manner, he added, ‘* My mind has been this day carried all 
around to take a view of Chrift—An ocean! An ocean! No 
bottom! Nea there!” 

At this feafon he was enabled to addrefs individuals, who were 
prefent, refpeS&ting their everlafting concerns, with aitomihing 
dkill and propriety; appearing to take into view their feveral cha- 
racters and capacities. To one Whom he viewed as of his owa 
former clafs, he faid, * 1 am about to leave all the world behind 
me. You and I have labeured hard to be rich on earth. You 
muft foon leave all as well as I, I have fometimes wondered why 
I might not be rich as well _as many of mv neighbours, But O, 
I am rich enough! I am pleat with God, and with all he does. 
Have you an intereft in Chrift? Do you think that all the 
world will be any profit to you without an intereft iy him?”’— 
Taking a youth by the hand, he fail to him, “ Now is the time 
when, above every thing, you fhould feek an intereft in ~hritt— 
Don’t do as | have done. Dreadful was my cafe. Your ioul 
ss be happily fecured in Chrift, and you a blefling,” &c, 

n the couric of his {peaking, faid he, tohis companion, * dear 
“wife, how long have I been ict’ np by the way fide for people to 
gaze at ‘”” About three months, replied fhe. He then added, 
“ God has brought me down nicely. O wonderful! juft! right! 
I would not bear witnefs for him in my life and converfation; and 
he will make me fpeak for him by my ficknefs and death.” The 
next day he broke forth in finging hymns, and praifing his Maker. 
And in fuch 2 heavenly ftate of mind he continued ’tll his deazh. 

The laft Lord’s day which he lived, the minifter called to fee 
him, as he was on his way to public worthip, and afked him, 
what he wifhed to have the faints pray for that day in his behaif. 
Yo which he replied, * Nothing! Nothing at all! Let all be 
praife. Tell them I have a continual feaft. ‘ 
n 
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In his latt ions he feemed to realize his fingular fituation as dé 

fugned in providence for a warning to ftupid finners, and for quick. 
ening.to faints. As long as he was able to breathe, when his triendg 
afked him how he did, he commonly replied, comfortable! com. 
fortable!” And often added, “ it is fine feafthg, viewing the «© 
light of God’s countenance as the fource of confolation.” With 
fuch a temper there is reafon to hope he fell afleep in ius and 
entered into that reft which remains for the people of God. 

The writer of the foregoing narrative has taken particular pains 
to obtain accurate information with refpeét to the facts he has res 
lated, by examining eye and ear witneffes, in whofe judgment and 
veracity he could confide. And he feels free in prefenting it to the 
public as what he believes to be the truth. It is, however, his 
opinion, that with refpeét to the raptures of Mr. L. towards thé 
clofe of his life, the defcription is very deficient, falling far below 
the reality. _ The phyfician, who was prefent to behold the fcene, 
and who made no profeffion of experimental acquaintance with 
religion, expreffed his views in the following manner: “ This 
exceeds every thing of the kind which I ever faw or believed. I 
have often heard and read of the raptures of faints in trying feenes. 
bur viewed them as exaggerated accounts written by their friends. 
But in this cafe [ think it is infipofiible for any one to give a full 
defcription.”’ And this is the opinion of other judicious witneffes, 
with whom the writer has had opportunity to cenverfe. 

Now, giving credit to the narrative, who ¢an fcruple the ims 
portance of the Chriftian religiom® Sroics may appear in/enfble, 
ard infidels undaunted in the hour of death. Mahometans may 
rejoice in the hope of a fenfual paradife. Indian warricrs, 
chained ta the ftake; may 6id defiance tothe wit and malice ot 
their tormentors, and fiupid finners may wifh to die to be freed 
from bodily pains; but what are any of thefe things when com- 
pared with the rational and folid joys of a Chriftian, who, in the 
agonies of death, having his will fwallowed up in the will of God, 
anticipates the felicity of a holy heaven. 

Should this narrauve be a mean of awakening and encouraging 
Chriftians to prefs forward towards the mark, or of inducing any 
finners to fubinit themfelves unto God, the writer will be richly 
recompenfed for his labour. Which may God grant for the Ke- 


deeine:’s fake. 


wy 





ee er a ee ia es eS ll 


in 





For 





















On the Love of our Neighbou?, 409 


For the THto.ocica Macazine. | 
hou Shalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. Mar. xxii. 39. 


HIS commandment has been a fubje& of much al- 
tercation in the chriftian world. _ Although differ- 
ent fentiments have been embraced about the nature of 
love, yet the chief debate, it is apprehended, has refpect- 
ed the word as. Some have affirmed it is nfed to fignify 
ie kind of love only which we are to exercife towards our 
' peighbour-—that we are to love him with the fame kind 
of love with which we love outfelves. Then a difpute 
has arifen, what the nature of that love is which we ought 
to exercife towards ourfelves and others. Others have 
aflerted the word as denotes not only the kind but the de- 
ee of love we are to have for our neighbou;—that we 
ought to love him as much, and, if he is greater, more 
than we do ourfelves.. From this fentiment many confe- 
quences have been deduced, which, with the fentiment it- 
felf, found harfh in the ears of many perfons who are ef- 
teemed, at the fame time, for their piety, and who cannot 
be made to believe fuch ideas, as they are generally explain- 
ed. The only defign, at prefent, is, waving all difputes, 
to give the true fenfe of this paflage, which, it is prefum- 
ed, will accord with the candid feelings of every perfon. 
To this undertaking I am induced, among ether motives, 
by the earneft requeft of one of my chriftian brethren. 
True love implies the following ideas. (1.) A plea- 
fure or delight of heart, arifing from the contemplation of 
happinefs. A difpofition to be pleafed with the contem- 
plation of happinefs, wherever it exifts, is effential to the 
nature of true love. Hence, (2) that kind of exiftence 
which is capable of happinefs, will, when contemplated, 
afford pleafure to fuch a difpofition, not in itfelf, but be- 
caufe it is capable of the higheft enjoyment. Such kind of 
exiftence is the mind of man; it is capable of the higheft 
and moft fublime enjoyments forever. For this, as one 
reafon, the foul is efteemed more valuable than any other 
creature in this world, and its happinefs more earneftly 
fought. (3.) From a difpofition to be-pleafed pscin 
Vol. II. No. 6. ; pinets, 
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pinefs, and with that kind of exiftence which is capable 
of it, defres will arife for the h2ppinefs of the human 
race. A heart poffeffed of this temper of mind will with 
that every intelligent mind, if confftent, might enjoy 
true, pure, and the highc:t felicity, in the enjoyment of 
heavenly fources forever. (4.) Hence, all perfons of this. 
benevolent temper will feck and promote the happinefs of 
others as far as they have ability and opportunity, and it 
is confiftent with that regard which they ought to have for 
their own happinefs.—Thefe are the ideas implied in true 
love. This love every man ought to have fer himfelf— 
he ought to be pleafed with happinefs wherever he fees it, 
—he ought to defire his own in the enjoyment of thofe 
fources from whence all beings in Heaven derive their’s. 
Becaufe, from thefe fources only can true and endlefs hap- 
pinefs be derived. He ought to feek this, his own higheft 
good, by thofe means God has appointed, to the utmoft 
of his ability. This is that love which every perfon ought 
to have for himfelf, and which is not to be found in any 
natural heart. The fame kind of love he ought to have 
for his neighbour. He ought not to envy him, but be 
pened with his happinefs; and rejoice that God has made 
\im capable of the higheft enjoyments derived from four- 
ces which are pure, permanent, and eternal. He ought 
to defire he might, if confiftent, be the fubject of fuch 
bleflednefs; and feek it for him, by appointed, lawful, 
and well adapted means, as far as he is able. Can any 
candid mind difpute whether we ought to have this kind 


~ of love for our neighbour? If not, can they difpute re- 


{pecting the degree of love to be exercifed, when the fol- 
lowing ideas are duly weighed? 

How much ought a man to love himfelf? Ought he 
not defire for himfelf as much happinefs as he is capable 
of enjoying; or wifh he might be the fubject of true and 
perfect felicity ? Is it not his duty to feek this degree of 
happinefs for bimfelf, by fuch means as God hath infti. 
tuted and appointed? This being granted by every can- 
did mind—I afk, Ought he not with to his neighbour 
the fame degree of happinefs? That he might enjoy all 
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chat good, of this kind, of which he is capable? - And 
ought he not to feek his happinefs to this mai as far 
as he is able, and can confiftently? ‘This being granted, 
it is obvious, we ought to love our neighbour with the 
fame kind and degree of leve we are under obligation to 
exercife towards ourfelves. 

But fuppofe my neighbour can enjoy more happinefs 
than I can; if I with to myfelf and to him all the happi- 
nefs we are capable of receiving, 1 with more good to him 
than I do to myfelf. Yet I have as ftrong a defire for 
my own higheft good as I have for his. For I with, with 
my whole heart, to myfclf, the perfect enjoyment of God 
forever. And I with, with my whole heart, that my 
neighbour might forever enjoy the fame portion. But, 
in cafe he does, his enjoyment will exceed, in meafure, 
my own. Hence the meafure of happinefs I defire for 
him is more than I defire for myfelf. But the meafure of 
defire is the fame; feeing it is, in each cafe, the defire of 
the whole heart which is exercifed. I am not capable of 
having a ftronger defire either for his or my-own good. 
Hence, faying 1 love my neighbour more than I do myfelf, 
does not mean that I haye a ftronger love or defire for 
his good than | have for my ewn; it only fignifies, that I 
wifh more good to him than I do:to myfelf.. But why? 
Only becaufe he is capable of enjoying more. Hence, if 
Jove to our neighbours implies a pleafednefs with their hap- 
pinefs, and a defire for the continuance and increafe of. it 
to the extent of their capacity for enjoyment—if fome 
have greater capacities than others, or than myfelf, it 
clearly follows, in the fenfe explained, that I may love 
fome perfons more than others, and many more than my- 
felf: alfo, that in faét, this is the cafe with every benevo- 
lent mind; as there can be no doubt, but what mankind 
are endued with different capacities, as to their meafure 
or magnitude. Wifhing mere happinefs to one than anv 
other, is all that can, with confittence, be meant in my 
view, when it is faid, we ought to love men in p - 
tion to their greatnefs, or meafure of exiftence. Far af 
the ftrength of our love ought to be in af sypeer to the 
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degree of exiftence any being poflefles, meafure of 
our 
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our love towards Deity ought to be infinite, becaufe he ig 
a being of infinite greatnefs.. As, therefore, our love to 
other beings is not to be eftimated by the meafwreof defire 
for their good, but by the meafure or quantity of good 
withed them, it is in this latter fenfe thofe are to be un- 
derftood, if confiftent, who fay, love ought to be in pro- 
portion to the quantity of exiftence. 

Furthermore, as not only defiring the happinefs of out 
neighbour, but /ecking it is implied in love to him; how 
far are we to feek it? It has been faid above, as far as our 
ability and opportunities will admit, confiftently with a 
due regard to our own happinefs. Mankind are the ftew- 
ards of God. All his property in this lower world, he 
has committed to our truft, for a given time, to be‘im- 
proved for the higheft good of his kingdom. To this 
end he has given to man dominion over all the works of 
his hands, made him lord of this world, and fubjected it 
to his controul. As the father, in the parable, gave unto 
the elder and younger fons their living, fo God has, and is 
giving to every man fuch portions of his property as feem- 
eth right in his fight. Each individual is charged, in the 
firit place, to make {uch ufe of the goods committed to his 
cate, as to fecure endlefs felicity to his own foul. Second- 
ly, to ufe them in fuch a manner as to promote the hap 
pinefs of others, for this and the life to come, as far as he 
can, without injuring and;deftroying himfelf. A ready and 
conftant compliance with the particular dire@tions given in 
the word of God refpecting his condué& towards God, 
himfelf, and fellow men, will difcharge his truft, and gain 
the approbation of his Lord, as having been a good and 
faithful fteward. The word of God muft, therefore, be 
our rule to dire& us how far we are-to ufe our Lord’s 
goods given us, in promoting the happinefs of others. By 
goods, I mean to include every thing we poffefs or enjoy. 
find as fome have more than others, they have more abi- 
lity to do good unto their fellow mortals, more, of couffe, 
is expected of them... Let each one, then, improve his ta- 
lents, of every kthd, agreeable to the word of God, and 
the dictates of pure benevolence. tli g ; 
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. ‘The command, thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thy- 
felf, agreeable to the preceding illuftrations, may be thus 
parapurafed.- Thou fhalt be pleafed with happinefs where- 
ever and whenever you contemplate it—thou fhalt defire 
and feek thine, and the perfect happinefs of thy neigh- 
bour, confifting in the enjoyment of God, and other law- 
ful fources of pleafure, here and hereafter, as far as the ta- 
jents given enable you. If all rendered obedience to this 
command as they ought, how foon would oppreffion &nd 
fraud, theft, robbery, murder, and a3] the dreadful effe&s 
of ambition, envy and revenge be banifhed from the 
world—the fword of flaughter be fheathed, and the rug- 
ged paths of life be made {mooth, and rendered pleafant by 
the kind infiuences of benevolence. Mankind, like a band 
of brothers, would live together in, harmony—in love—in 
peace—daily alleviating each others. burthens—adminifter- 
ing relief to the diftrefied—comfort to the affiicted—heal- 
ing the wounded heart, with the fweet.balm of gofpel 
truth—walking and rejoicing together in the way, which 
fhines more and more unto the perfect day; how would 
they be animated by the glorious profpects before them, to 
furmount every ob{tacle—with animated zeal, run, wrettle, 
and fght—and no longer view death,as terrible, but as the 
ead of all trouble, and the beginning of an endlefs, glorious 
ife ; ey 
True love is the moft friendly virtue that.can dwell with 
man. May fhe then take up her refidence in every heart, 
and no longer be confined to a few, nor any longer be 
defpifed and neglected, and live in danger of being exiled 
from the world. N. 











A Letter in Anfwer to the Parifoioner’s Requeft, p. 174, 
vol. 11. of the Theological Magazine. — 
Dear Sir, 


INCE our interview, you have informed me, by a let- 

ter in the Theolegical Magazine, that one of my 
brethren is of opinion, perfons may hear the truth preach- 
ed, and be pleafed with it, yet this is ‘no fure evidence 
they are Chriftians. As he offered reafons, which were 
, weighty 
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weighty in your view, you wifh to be favoured with } my 
further fentiments on this fubject. 

You recolle& the difficulty exiting in your mind, which 
you ftated to me was this: “* why the fame truth 's, deli. 
verd by the fame perfon, heard by different perfons at 
the fame time, fhould produce affections fo oppofite in 
their nature and tendency, was a fact for which you could 
not account.” Tiris, Linformed you, was owing to the 
different taftes of which men are poffefled. You then in- 
quired, whether an audience might not learn the temper 
of their hearts, by attending candidly to the effects divine 
truth produces in them ? I anfwered, moft certainly; and 
obferved, if an acknowledged: truth give offence, the tem- 
per of the heart is wrong. 

Although I afferted no fuch idez; if the heart is pleafed 
it is right ; yet, my brother in the miniftry, you fay, ap- 
prehend: ‘d it was implied, and would, by many, be infer- 
red. I will not fay my manner of expreffion was fuffici- 
ently guarded, though I thought it was at the time we 
had our conference. ‘Yon inquired, whether perfons might 
not know the temper of their hearts from tle effe&s pro- 
duced by the truth, if they candidly attended and examined. 
This was your idea, though not your very expreffions. I] 
anfwered in the affirmative. If truth offend, they might 
know their hearts were not right; my meaning was, if 
candid, not otherwife. “Many perfons are offended at the 
truth, yet have no idea this is an evidence of a wicked 
heart. Their ignorance, in this cafe, is owing to the want 
of attention and candour. For fome reafon or other, per- 
fons may be highly pleafed when they hear the truth, as 
the fiony ground hearers; for inftance, yet their hearts are 
not rightly affected. By attending candidly to the rea- 
fons why they.are pleafed, might they not have conviction, 
they are not rightly affected? It feems it was Ezekiel’s 
voice that pleafed his hearers; when, at the fame time, 
the truth offended them. Might they not, by a candid ex- 
amination kuow the treth offended, while it was his voice 

only, or manner of delivery, which afforded them fuch 
pleafing entertainment? In the fame way, Herod might 
have known why he heard John gladly, and hereby been 
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convinced of the temper of his heart. Todetermine the 
affections excited, when truth is delivered, are right or 
wrong, we mult know, whether it is fomething in the 
perfons delivery, or the truth, which affects us—it the lat- 
ter, are we affected offaccount of its relation to our private 
jntereft, or the intereft of the Redeemer’s kingdom? By 
fuch inquiries we may afcertain the temper of our hearts. 
In order to which, attention and candour are requifite. For 
a juft view of the heart is the refult of candid examina- 
tion. Hence, whether the truth pleafe or offend, without 
examining our feelings with candour, we may be deceived. 
When the truth offends, a fhort examination is fufficient, 
generally, to convince us fuch affection is not right. 

Sir, as I have not been informed fince your removal, 
where you now live, | fhall publith this letter m the Ma- 
gazine, which I conclude you read, hoping it will afford 
you fatisfaction. N. 











On the Reafons of the Influence of Fafoion with Praftical 
Ujes. 
ASHION, or example, is a pattern exhibited for imi- 
tation. As obedience confifts in conforming to 
ome rule or Jaw, fo imitation is a conformity to fome pat- 
tern. Both are full of inftruétion. Laws inftrué and 
fhew us the path of duty, by their injunctions and pro- 
hibitions, without giving us any example of the things 
enjoined and prohibited. But example teaches by exhi- 
biting to our view a pattern of the things to be perform- 
ed.—I:xample is the eafieft mode of infruction. A me- 
chanic can teach an apprentice how to conftruét a machine, 
more eafily and readily, by giving him a pattern of it, 
than in any other way». We find, by experience, the ea- 
fieft way of giving a perfon an idea or knowledge of a 
thing is ‘to fet a pattern of it before his eyes—Then he 
has the thing conftantly before him for his examination, 
guide and imitation. 
That fafhion, or example, has great influence on human 
conduét—more influence, perhaps, than any one thing be- 
fide, is evident from daily facts and obfervation. We find, 
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in fact, that reading, writing, the pronunciation of words, 
the modes of drefs, of buildings—our manners, anu entents, 
diverfions, and recreations, and even our faith, with re- 
{pect to many fentiments, are taught us by example. The 
grezter part of the world do no more than imitate, more 
or lefs, the patterns fet before them. Education is allowed 
by all to have great, influence on the minds and condu& 
of mankind. But mof of our knowledge, acquired by 
education we learn from example. Example is our ia- 
ftructor; it is-by this mode we are educated, efpecially 
in the early period of life. Many of the arts are imita- 
tions of patterns fet before us in the natural world, the 
art of painting for inftance. Indeed, that example has 
great influence, few, if any, will deny. 

The reafoas to be affigned for the influence of example, 
may be comprifed in the following particulars. 

1..It is by example generally, children are capable of 
being taught. Patterns, or examples of the ideas we with 
to imprefs on their minds, muft be fet before them. By 
attending to thefe patterns they acquire thofe tdeas which 
they prefent to their view, and, in this way, learn to imi- 
tate them. They are taught by example, and influenced 
by it in their daily conduét. By it they learn how to live, 
and feel it to be fafe to imitate the patterns fet before 
them. By this practice, in early life, imitation becomes 
habitual. Habits, it is known, once fornired, are not ea- 
fily eradicated. This, therefore, is one reafon why ex- 
amples are followed through life. 

2. We cannot do any thing until we have previoufly 
formed an idea of the thing to be done. An idea of a build- 
ing muft exift in the mind before it can be erected. Ideas 
are patterns; external actions are copies of them. Hence, 
before men can act, they muft invent patterns of their 
own, or copy thofe already invented. As men are natural- 
ly indolent, averfe to any great exertions of either the body 
or the mind, fo chufe the way attended with the leaft la- 
hour; this is another reafon why they, in general, imitate 
examples: for it is much eafier, attended with much lefs 
mental exertion, to imitate patterns before us, than to in- 
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yént new ones. This is one reafon why the authors of 
hew inventions, or of new ideas, are’few in number; and 
the reafon why men in general feldom invent a new mo- 
del fyr a building, or for any thing elfe, but imitate the 
patterns already in being. 
.» 9- Mankind may be, and they really are, divided into two 
general clafles—thofe who lead, and thofe who are led. 
~ Thofe who lead are viewed as /uperiors in life, and thofe 
who follow them izferiors. ‘ Equals, among men, belong 
to one or the other of thefe claffes. Leaders are fond of 
new fafhions, or examples, and their followers are a$ fond 
of imitating them; yet both claffes are, in general, go- 
verned by the fame principle. This principle is pride, 
of which all men are naturally poflefled. Pride delights 
in diftin¢tion. Superiors, or thofe who take the lead on 
the theatre of life, are influenced by this paffion to dif- 
tinguifh themfelves, in fome way, from their inferiors. By 
exhibiting new fafhions, or patterns, before the world, is 
one way by which they are diftinguifhed. Hence, when 
the prefent fafhion for cutting a garment is generally imi- 
tated, they invent a new mode to be a badge of diftinc- 
tion. The fame may be obferved with regard to build- 
ings, manners, diverfions, amufements, atid nrany other 
things. One reafon why fome fafhions continue the fame, 
as certain plays for inftance, is, the greateft imagination is 
not capable of inventing any thing hew. They expect, 
(and they are not often difappointed) that every badge of . 
ehitinction will be viewed as a work of greatnefs—exalt 
them in the view of their fellow men—gain their efteem, 
and excite their applaufe. As ditinétion, elevation, the 
efteem, wonder; and applaufe of the furrounding maulti- 
tude, are objects in which pride takes great delight, this 
paffion is the chief fpur to new inventions in general. 
Pride, and a love for the public good, are the fpurs:to” 
every new invention. And, it is thought, they who have 
juit views of the depravity of human nature, wll grant, 
that pride is more generally the influencing motive, than 
a regard to public utility. This fhews the reafon why, 
when prefent fafhions are generally imitated Ly the lower . 
Vol. 1. No. 6. C clafs 
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¢lafs of people, their leaders, or fuperiors, are daily exhi- 
biting new patterns for imitation upon the theatre of life, 
viz. that by thefe marks they may be diftinguifhed, rife 
in efteem, and hereby gratify this governing paffian of 
their hearts. 


The fame paffion which governs in prefenting news 


patterns, influences the lower clafs to imitate them. The 

are equally pleafed with their fuperiors, with diftin@tion, 
greatnefs, elevation in life, and with the efteem and praife 
of men. Ca many accounts they find it is impoffible to 
take the lead; hence, extend their aim no farther than to 
imitate their {uperiors as much as poffible. For they are 


fure, if they tread in thofe fteps which have procured/for 


their leaders fuch high veneration and applaufe, they fhalt 
fhare with them in the fame enjoyments, in a greater or 
lefs degree. And fo long as pride is the governing paf- 
fion in the human heart, we may expect to fee new fafhions 
invented, and the lower. clafs of people trailing after their 
fuperiors with fuch exactnefs, as never, if poffible, to pur- 
fue any diverfions, or have a garment cut, till they are ac- 
quainted with the fafhion of the day. 

It is true, among men, we find a few pious, independent 
minds, who mean to think and act for themfelves. Such 
make the word of God, and not the example of others, 
any farther than it agrees with the word, their rule of con- 
du&. Hence, thofé examples which are contrary to the 
Divine rule they reject. Thofe examples, many of them 
which are innocent, they imitate, being governed by a re- 
gard to public ufefulnefs. They find, by experience and 
obfervation, that thofe who difregard all fafhions, have 
little influence, and hereby deftroy, in a great meafures 
their ufefulnefs. Hence, to increafe and extend their ufe- 
fulnefs among men, they conform to thofe cuftoms which 
are not inconfiftent with our holy religion. 

4. The examples, in general, which are fet before us, 
are agreeable to the depraved heart; this is another rea- 
fon why they are fo conftantly imitated.—The heart go- 
verns the life. Hence men fhun thofe purfuits which are 
difagreeable, and follow thefe which are agreeable. The 
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practice of virtue is difagreeable to the natural heart, but 
vicious courfes are pleafant. Hence, the reafon why the 
example of Chrift and of good men is feldom imitated, 
while other examples are generally followed; the former 
does not fuit the relifh of the mind, but the latter are agree- 
able. Thefe are the principal reafons to be afligned for 
the conftant and univerfal influence of example. 

As every fubjec&t ought to have influence in our’prac- 
tice, and aim at making men wifer and, better, I am not | 
willing to end the prefent without fhowing, in feveral par- 
ticulars, the ufes which ought to be made of it. And, 
1. As example has and will have great influence, it is a 
matter of high importance for gofpel minifters to fet good 
examples. ‘hey are exhorted by the apoitle to be ex- 
amples unto the flock. They are confidered by many, at 
leaft, as belonging to the higher clafs; their example, there- 
fore, efpecially if vicious, will be followed. By an evil 
example they will probably deftroy thoufands; and by a 
good example they may-profit many, at leaft be a reftraint 
on vicious courfes, and be a pattern which the virtuous . 
will imitate. 

2. Hence, the leaders in every town and city ought to 
attend carefully to the examples they fet. Every incorpo- 
rated fociety has its leaders and followers. If the leading 
influential characters are vicious, they will be imitated, 
and vice will abound. But by a good example they will 
be a reftraint on vice, and, perhaps, perfuade many to 
practice virtue. . : 

3- Parents are fuperiors in their families; they may ex- 
pect, therefore, their example will have great influence on 
their children. By precept, inftruétion, and the rod of 
correction, they,do not govern their children and fervants 
as they intended. Why? On examination it will in ge- 
neral be found to be owing to their own example, which 
has more influence than authority or inftruction, or any 
thing elfe. If parents are prayerlefs, profane, given to an- 
ger, follow vain diverfions and amufements, difregard the 
fabbath, whatever duties they negleét, or vices they pur- 


fue, they will, in general, find their children imitating them, 
notwithftanding 
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notwithftanding their inftruction, authority, and threaten: 
ing to the contrary. Nothing a parent can do will have 
greater influence towards training up a child in the way 
he fhould go, than a good example. If they negle& toa 
reftrain their children from vice, this fets an example for 
them to neglect all reftraint. If they allow their children 
to do whatever they pleafe, this is fetting them an exam- 
ple to make their own pleafure the rule of their condué, 
If they negle& to govern, by this example children learn 
to neglect government themfelves. Habits are generally 
formed in the early part of life, when we are under pa- 
rental government. By bad example in parents, bad ha- 
bits are formed in their children, which are not eafily era- 
dicated. In this way they are trained up for deftruction, 
and to be very hurtful members of fociety. How ought 
parents, guardians, and mafters, to maintain a faithful 
guard over their own conduct and behaviour. 

4. Legiflators are fuperiors, and viewed as the fathers 
of the people. If they make laws and tranfgrefs them, it 
will be difficult, if not impoffible, to have them obeyed by 
people in general. The example of thofe in authority will 
have more influence than the laws of the land. The ex- 
ample of Jofhua and the elders of the people influenced 
them to obey the laws of God, for as foon as they were 
dead, the people forfook the Lord. When the kings of 
Ifrael ferved idols, their fubjects imitated their example. 
Towns, ftates, and kingdoms are governed by the men of 
moft influence. The king forms the manners of the court, 
and the court the manners of the people. The example of 
the fupreme legiflature in any ftate or kingdom, is imitated 
by every clafs of citizens more or lefs. ‘This is evident in 
the pronunciation of words—modes of drefs, and other, 
particulars in great number. If legiflators would ftudy 
the nature and influence of example, and endeavour to go- 
vern by this law of higheft influence and force, they would 
foon experience more happy fruits refulting from it, than 
from the laws in general extant in the nation. If gambiing, 
for inftance, fhould become unfafhionable at court, and be 
wholly neglected and difcountenanced, and treated 4 
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feandalous vice, it would, in a fhort time, be negleéed in 
general through the nation. : 

5. Example governs the fentiments of many, as well as 
their practice; efpecially the fentiments of thofe, who are 
expecting to rife high in popular efteem. If any man hag 
rifen high in popular efteem, it is taken for granted, that 
his fentiments, his ftile, his actions, his manners and 
drefs, have had their refpective influence in elevating him. 
Thofe, therefore, who defign to be popular in the politi- 
cal and polite world will tread in their fteps. Hence they 
inquire, what were their religious and political creeds, their 
ftile, manners, and addrefs? When they are informed, they 
imitate them without further examination. Hence a 
Franklin, and other great characters in our nation, will 
have, by their example, more influence in forming the fen- 
timents of young gentlemen, who are feeking popular ap- 
plaufe, than the Bible, or the moft conclufive arguments 
from reafon. Hence, the religious and political fentiments 
prevalent at court, are generally embraced by the fafhion- 
able and polite through a nation, 

6. The influence of example is fufficient to make an ap- 
parent change, in many inftances of vice, into innocence 
and virtue, and virtue into vice. Any particular vice, when 
it becomes fafhionable, ceafes to look like vice, or to be 
called by its proper name; it is efteemed and called either 
a Virtuous or jnnotent practice. Hence, fome practices 
prevalent at this day, which were formerly efteemed vici- 
ous, are now confidered as innocent, if not virtuous. Alfo, 
the evil nature of many vices is daily diminifhing in the 
view of men, in proportion as they grow into fafhion, and 
receive countenance from the great. On the other hand, 
the more unfafhionable virtue is in general, the lefs appear- 
ance it has of virtue, or real religion, in the view of many ; 
and inftead of being called by its proper name, it is ftiled 
fuperftition, fanaticifm, bigotry, or by fome other odious 
epithet. Hence, by the influence of example, vice is pro- 
teéted and countenanced under the falfe appearance of vir- 
tue or innocence ; and virtue is rejeéted under the appear- 


ance of hateful fuperftition, or fomething elfe equally odi- 
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ous. Hence, great men, all men of influence will have 
nuch to anfwer for another day. Their example governs 
the world, there is reafon to believe, more uniformily than 
«ay law whatfoever. They will, therefore, do much good 
or hurt, according as their example is vicious or virtuous. 
"This being the cafe, it highly concerns each one to take 
heed unto his ways, and keep his heart with all diligence, 
for out of it are the iffues of life. 

Seeing bad example is fo pernicious in its influence, we 
ought, if we defign to regard our own good, to fhun the 
company of the vicious. Few have virtue fufficient to 
withitand the influence of bad example if in the way of it. 
‘vil communication corrupts good manners, Jofeph, by 
living at court, learned to fwear. The Ifraclites were 
led attray, notwithftanding all God did for them and faid 
to them, by their idulatrous neighbours. And all who 
irequent the company of the interaperate, profane, whofe 
lives and morals are corrupt, are in the greateft danger of 
im! itating g them. 

Virtue is the daughter of Heaven,. and delights i in the 
company of thofe who imitate the bright and fpotlefs ex- 
ample of our Lord; fhe fhuns the company of the vicious. 
Letall, therefore, who wifh to have virtue for their com- 
panion through life, walk in that picafant and peaceable 
way, which Chrift, their leader, has travelled before them, 
rill ‘the y reach thofe manfions where they will reign with 
liim forever. N, 

DEISTIC OBJECTIONS, WITH ANSWERS. 
I. dk HE rofpel was firft publifhed among an ignorant, obfcure, 


and fuperitivions people, and therefore obtained credit 

among them; and, at the tame time, was neglected by orher na- 
tions, becaufe they defpifed the Jews, and knew their fuperftinon. 
Anfwer. The Jews were the leaft fuperftitious, the moft know- 
vz, and bet informed in religion, of all the nations then in the 
world. No nation had fo jutt and rational ideas of God and reli- 
cion. Therefore, a falfe and abfurd fcheme of religion was not 
io likely to obcain credit among them, as among any other nation. 
And if the Jews and their religion were neglected and difpifed by 
other nations, this furely could be no reafon why they received land 


practifed that religion. Befides, if Chriftianiry fpread among 
, othei 
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other nations, becaufe they defpifed and neglected the Jews and 


their fuperfttion, why, for the fame’reaton did not Judaiim 
{fpread equally as Chriftianity? The Jews compatfed fea and land 
to make one profelyte. In proportion as the Jews and their reli- 
gion were defpifed by other nations, the probability was the lefs, 
that Chriftianity would be received trom them by thofe nations. 

2. The léarned and benevolent Pliny, and other learned and 

ood men, would have received the gofpel, it it had been credible, 
and the facts true. 

Anfwer. It isexactly according to the gofpel, that many learn- 
ed men fhould neglect it. ‘* Not many wife men afier the fleth, 
not many mighty, not many noble, are called.” Some great and 
learned men, in all ages, have accordingly rejected the gofpel. It 
it had been otherwife, it would have been a good argument againit 
the gofpel. And it might have been juft as forcibiy argued, that 
Hume did not believe the gofpel, therefore it is not true, as that 
Piiny did not believe it, therefore itis not true. If they both had 
believed it, it would have been no demonftration of its truth. 

3. Chriftianity was foon perfecuted, and periecution always 
{preads the religion which is perfecuted. No wonder then Chrif- 
tianity foon obtained an extenfive footing. 

Anfwer. It is not true, that perfecution always makes the reli- 
gion perfecuted prevail, as Chriftianity prevailed. Paganifm was 
perfecuted ‘by the Chriftian Roman Emperors; Mahometanifin 
was sricroaily perfecuted in Spain; Heathenifm, in South-Ame- 
rica, by the Spaniards; and Judaifm has generally, in all ages, fut- 
fered perfecution. Yetnone of ‘thefe religions flourifhed and in- | 
creafed under perfecution, as Chriftianity did. ‘Therefore, there 
was fomething peculiar in Chriftianity ; and what could this be, 
but the manifeft cruth of the faéts, on which it was founded, and 
of the doétrines which it taught? 

4. It was at firft tolerated at Rome, till it obtained a footing; 
and after that it was impoffible to root it out. 

Anfwer. It is curious to obferve, the inconfiftence of the ob- 

jections, which the enemies of Chriftianity bring againft it. In 
the laft objection, the prevalence of Chriftianity was attempted to 
be accounted for by the perfecution which it fuffered. Now, the 
fame thing is accounted for by the toleration afforded to it. Be- 
fides, though it was at firft tolerated, this no more rendered the 
extirpation of it impoffible, than the toleration, and even eftablith- 
ment of Paganifm in the Roman empire rendered the extirpation of 
that impoffible, or than the toleration of Mahometanifm in Spain 
precluded the poffibility of the extirpation of that. 

5- The doétrine of the Trinity is abfurd and incredible. 

Anfwer. That God fhould inone refpect be one, and in another 
refpect three, is nothing abfurd or inconfiftent, though indeedywe 

cannot 
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cannot comprehend it. That we cannot clearly conceive of the 
tri-unity of Deicy, no more diiproves it, than our inability to con. 
ceive clearly of the divine natute or exiftence, difproves that na- 
ture or exiftence. 

6. Tne inttiutions of Mof-s are irrational and abfurd. 

4nfwer. Tais is not granted, and mutt be proved before it. can 
be adintied. We contend, that they are by no means abiurd, but 
that they fublerve various important ules. Indeed, it is to be fup- 
poted, that the opinions of depraved inen would be very different 
concerning the mott rational modes of divine worihip; and fome 
make thiy objeRion to the inftirutions of the gofpel, and doubdefs 
would, to all j inititutions, which can poffioly be made, 

‘The myfteries of fcripture render it incredible. A reyelation 
of 5 my {teries is no revelation. 

Anfwer. The myfteries of feripture, fo long as God is infinite 
and my/terious, are fo far froma ground of objection to its truth, 
that they are an argument in davour of it; and if there were ro 
myiteries in fer: pture, that circumftance would be a full demon- 
firation, that it is no revelation of the nature, attrtbutes, mode of 
tubtiftence, will, works and defigns of God. So long as God is 
infinite and mytterious, a revelauon concerning Ged, muft con- 
tain myfteries. Nor is it true, that a revelation of myitertes is 
no revelation. ‘The incarnation of Chrift is a myftery, yer the 
revelauioh of it is a revelation of an important truth, 

8. The believers m Chriftianity dither fo widely in opini on con-— 
cerning the contents of feripture, that it feems nothing ts to be 
Known by it, and therefore it is no revelation. 

Anjwer. The different opinions of Chriftians concerning the 
truths of re velation, no more prove that it js no revelation, than 
the diflerent opinions of Deifts concerning the various dutics of 
the law of nature prove, that there is no {uch law; or then the difs 
ferent opinions of lawyers concertiing the civil law prove that 
there is no civil law. The truth is, that the minds, capacities, paf- 
fions, educations, and prepofieffions of meni are fo different, that 
it is very difficult, if not impofhible, to give any revelation as large 
as the icripture, and relating to fuch a variety of deétrines and 
facts; concerning many parts of which men would not form dif- 
ferent opinions. O. 


Of frnning not after the Similitude of Adam's Tranfgreffion. 


* ¥ ALSO will fhow mine opinion.” An exhibition of various 

| opinions, with the reafons on whiclhi they are founded, may 
lead to re al impr ovement: and as this exhibition may be made in 
the Theolog = Magazine, without offence, provided it be done 


Gaindidly and with proper temper; for this reafon, as well .as 
other’ 
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orhers, I conceive it to be an ufeful swork. It has long been 
a fubject of sngairy, what the apoftle means, Rom. v. 14. by 
not finned after the fimilitude of Adam’s tranf- 

grefiou.”’ <A writer in the Theological Magazine, vol. ii. p..147, 
fuppofes, “ that all who commit outward acts of wickedpefs, A 
fin after the fimilitude of Adam’s tranfgreflion: And they, and they 
only, whofe wickednefs is vifible only to God, do not fin after 
this fimilitude.”” Yet this author’s opinion is, thar the apottle in 
this paffage meant infants. But do all except infants commit out- 
ward acts of wickednefs vifible to men? Sakons this may be dif- 
ficult to be proved. Even the fcribes and pharifees were “* whited 
fepulchres, which appeared beautiful to men ;”? they “* made clean 
the outfide of the cup and of the platter ;” they appeared righteous 
to men.” Mat. xxiii, Befides, if it be the meaning of the apof- 
tle in Rom. v. 14, that death reigned over infants, why dees he 
obferve that it reigned from ddamto Mofes?  \thas reigned over 
them from Adam to the prefent ume, as well as from Adam to 
Mofes. 

I therefore beg leave to propofe another fenfe of the expreffion, 
** {inning not after the fimilitude of Adam’s tranfgreffion;” which 
is this, Anming not ogainfi a revealed law. Adam finned againft 
a revealed law; fo did the Ifraclies after Mofes.. But from 
to Mofes there was no ftanding revealed law. . Yet all mankind, 
during that period, died, and their death proved that fin was im- 
puted to dem, or that they were finners. But 4 did not fin 
againft any revealed law, as Adam did, or as they did who lived 
under the eal of Mofes. Iu this refpe&t, therefore, they did not 
tin after the fimilitude of Adam’s tranfgreffion. Py 

Tam fenfible that this is a fenfe of he text, different from what 
is commonly put upon it, The common cenftructicn implies, 
that infants are thofe who have not finned after the fimilitude of 
Adam’s wanfgrefhon. It is Conmonly faid, that they haye net 
finned by any perfonal aét as Adam did, but by imputation.of 
Adam’s fin. Wear the imputation or transfer of Adam’s fin to 
another perfon, does not unply, ig the other perfon fis at all 
in the active voice; yet thé text fpeaks of thofe who have in the 
active voice finned not after the jimititude of Adain’s tranfgref- 
fion. ia 

The apoftle’s argument does not feem to lead him to fay any 
thing concerning intants, ‘They are not mentioned in the context, 
What right then have we to fuppofe, without neceflaty, that he 
abruptly and obfcusely introglitces them? 0, 
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OF THE HAPPINESS OF THE UNIVERSE. 


r there more happinefs in’ every period of the univerfe, on the 
prefent plan of it, than‘there would have been on any other 
plan ? 

That there will be, on the prefent plan, more bappinefs in 
the univerfe, on the whole, than could have been on any other 
plan; is granted. Burt does it appear, that there is greater happi- 
nefs in every period of the univerfe than there would have been 
if the plan of the univerfe had been in any refpect differént from- 
what it is* The reafon given to fupport the affirmative of this. 
queftion is, that the tiaiifeftation of God, or of the divine cha- 
racter, is the principal mean of increafing happinefs in the uni- 
verfe; and as Ged is, on the prefent plan, continually more and’ 
more manifefting himfelf; therefore 1t is: inferred, that there is 
more happmefs in. every period of the univerfe than there could 
be on any other plan. But how does this confeqrence follow from’ 
the premifes?: What if God is manifefting himfelf more and miore ? 
How does it hence follow, that in every period of the univerfe, 
according to the prefent plan; he mani‘efts himfelf more than he 
would in the famé period if the plart-had been different? That in 
the final iffue of things, God will mansfeft himfelf more than he 
could have done on any other’ plan, is granted. It rio more ap- 
pears hence to follow, that he manifefts himfelf to a greater degree 
in every period of the univerfe tham he could have Sone if he had 
Kdonendl Yous other plan; than from the confideration that there 
will finally be the greateft poffible happinefs'in the univerfe, it fol- 
lows, that. theie isghe greateft poffible happinefs. at every period of 
Its exiftence. - 

If we confider forse particular periods; we may pofhbly obtain 
light. —Between: the fall of our firft parents, and the revelation of 
the fcheme of redemption, there was a certain interval. Now, 
were the amzels, and other holy creatures, if others there were, 
more happy during that intetval, than they were while man con- 
tinued perfeCly obedient to his Maker, and perfectly happy in his 
favour. If not, then there was not greater happinefs in the uni- 
verfe, at that petiod, than there would have been if our firft pa- 
rents had not fallen. ) 

When_Chrift was crucified, it was.the hour of his enemies, and 
of the powets of darknefs: And, to be fure, his difciples and beft 
friends in this world, not knowing how that aftonifhing event was 
to be overruled for good, were far from being made more happy 
by it than they were before. Nor is there any reafon to believe, 
that the fcheme of redemption’ was immediately fully revealed to 
the angels and faints in heaven: If it were not, they alfo, fo far 


as we can fee, muft haye been, by. that event, throvn into a flate 
ot 
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of mourning and anxiety, fomewhat fimilar to that of the faints 
on earth. At beft, it feems they could not haye been rendered 
more happy by it than they were before; and, confequently, thee 
was not, at that period, more happinefs in the univerfe than there 
was before, or would have been at that time, if the former ftate 
of things had continued longer. 

There is joy in heaven over one finner that repentech. Suppofe 
then, at this inflant, a certam impenitent finner fhould repent, as 
there would be joy in heaven on that account, it feems there 
would be more happinefs in the-univerfe than on the prefent he- 
-pothefis of his continued impenitence ; and much more, if va 
numbers were to be breught to genuine repentance, | 

0. 


THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


: HE books of Mofes were cither written at the time in 
which they pretend to have been written, or they were 
writen at fome fubfequent period. If they were written at that 
time, undoubtedly the faéts and miracles recorded in them reall 
took place; otherwife all Ifrael would have been witneffes agbint 
Motes, avicould not have been induced to receive his books as 
true and genuine, much lefs as a divine revelation. That{genera- 
tion never could have been perfuaded to believe, that they"had been 
delivered out of Egypt in confequence of fo many miracles wrought 
before their own eyes in Egypt; that the Red Sea was divided be- 
fore them, and that they went through it ea dry land; that they 
faw the flame and {moke related to have special on Mount Sinai, 
and heard the voice, fuppofed to be the voice of God, declaring the 
ten commandments out of the midft of the fire; that they were in 
the wildernefs led by a pillar ef cloud by day, and a pillar.of fire 
‘by night; that for forty years they had fubfitted on manna, and on 
water brought out of a rock by the ftroke of a-rod, &c. 8ec. &c. 
unlefs thofe facts a€tually took plaee.. If it-be faid, that the books 
and law of Mofes were written after that generation was dead, I 
afk, hew long after? hey muft have been extant immediately 
after the death of Mofes; for an appeal or reference to them Is 
made frequently in the book of Jofhua, and even in the firft chap- 
ter, and lo in moft of the other books of the Old Teftament, as 
2 Kings xiv. 6. chap. xxii. 8. Neh. viii. 1, 5, 8, 14,18. Some- 
times the books of Mofes are referred to, under the title of, Zhe 
‘Book of the Covenant, as they are called. Exod. xxiv. 7. See 
2 Kings xxiii. 2, 21. And in almoft every book of the Old 
Teftament reference is had not only to the Jaw of Mo/es but to 
the b00k of the law of Mofes, and to the faéts recorded in that 
‘book, fhowing, that the law of Mofes was then extant in 2 book. 
But, perhaps, it will be faid, that the whole Old Teftament is a 
forgery. 











































Pe wean one ee — 





= anager ales Mie et 2 EES 


aes 


See ete eaten mmpneeapeer sorte 














2%, 


428 The Authenticity of the Old Teftament. 


forgery. And when was this book forged and impofed on the 
Jews, and on the world, as genuine? It muft have been after Ma- 
lachi’s time, and before the feptuagint tranflation.. Between the 
time of Malachi, and the time of that cranflation, there did not in- 
tervene more than an hundred and fifty years. And is it likely, 
that during that period, fech an impofiton fhould be made on the 
workd, and particularly the whole nation of the Jews, and they 
niade to receive it as genuine, not only with univerfal confent, and 
without the leaft queition of its authenticity, but with fuch gree 
ienacity of it,as a genuine compotition and hiflory, and as a divine 
revelation?’ Efpecially whea the book irfelf pretends to have been 
kepe conftandy in the tabernacle, and in the firft temple; as in 
Deut. xxxi. 20. 2 Kings xxii. 8. Could the whole nation be 
made to believe, that they had always carefully kept that book 
thus in the tabernacle, and firft temple, if it made its firft appear- 
ance, and was firft heard of after the time of Malachi? 

It it thould be pretended, that the other books of the Old Tef- 
tainent are genuine, but not thofe of Mofes; ftill they give ac- 
count of miracles fufficient to confirm or prove the divine origi- 


nal of that religion, which was eftablifhed a the Ifraelies. . 


In the book of ‘Fo/hua, we have an account of the dividing of Jor- 
dan, of the fall ot the walls of Jericho, of the fun’s flending itill, 
&c. in Judges, of the dew on the fleece only, and then on all 
the earth, but not on the fleece; of the appearance of an angel 
to Manoah and his wife, of the miraculous afhiftance of Saimfon, 
&c, in Samuel, of the repeated revelations made to Samuel of 
icveral diftant and future events; in Kings, of the fire fent to 
confume the facrifice in anfwer to the prayer of Elijah ; of feve- 
ral captains, and their companies of fifty, confumed by fire from 
heaven, &c. and fo in other books, . 

It is faid, that the Jews werea remarkably credulous people, and 
Uuis may account for their Feing eafily impofed upon by the ftories 
of Motes. But how dces this appear? I know ot no evidence that 
they were mere credulous than other nations. If they were, why 
didthey not, and efpecially their rulers, believe in the divine my- 
lion ot Chrift and his spafiles ?—Befides, it would be an unparal- 
leled and incredible inftance of creduliy, that a nation fhould be- 
iieve a ftory, that they themfelves {aw a variety of moft remarkabie 
facts, which, in fact, they never faw; or that they fhould believe 
a civil and religious hiftery of their nation for many hundred years, 
the moit remarkabie faéts related in which never exifted, and 
which claimed to have been extant from the time in which the 
facts are faid to have taken place, and yet was never known; and, 
in tact, had no exiitence till feveral hundred years after thofe facts 
are faid to have taken place. Whenever that hiftory made its ap- 
pearance it muft have teen knowa to be new. Yet as it claimed 
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to have been long incommon ufe, before the time at which it isfaid 
to be forged, it muft have been known by this citeumftance to be 
forgery, if indeed it firft appeared at that time. 

As to the pretence, that the law of Mofes was forged: by Ezra; 
befide all that has been faid above, it is to be obferved, that after 
the return of the Jews from Babylon, Ezra publicly read the law 
to them, Neh vii. 1, &c.. But as a number of thofe who're- 
turned from Babylon, had lived through the whole captivity, and 
well “ea aE the firft temple, they mutt have knowa, whether 
it were then extant, or had been heard of before; and efpecially, 
whether it hag been in common ufe in their nation, as the book ir. 
felf, with its appendixes claimed. And is it likely, that the whole 
body of that people would affemble, and patiently hear a book read, 
pretending to have been long before written, to have been in con- 
ftant ufe among their anceftors, and to be a divine revelation, 
when, in reality, it was juft then compofed, and had never before 
been heard of ? O. 





DEISTIC OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. 


I. HE prophecies of feripture were either written after 
the events, or are fo vague as to anfwer to various 
events, according to the various imaginations of men. 

Anfwer. There are many prophecies, concerning which this 
cannot be pretended; as thofe of the antichriftian apoftacy, of the 
decline of the antichriftian power, of the fall of the heathen Ro- 
man empire, and of the continuance of the Jews as a diftinét peo- 
ple. Nor are thefe prophecies fo yague as to admit of various 
applications, | 

2. The apoftles, and firft founders of chriftianity, were aQu- 
ated by the motives of ambition, as Mahomet, Manco Capac, and 
the founders of other religions, They expected to be the heads 
of a large body of followers, and thereby become famous. 

Jnfwer. The apoftles either believed ihe wonder ful facts which 
they relate, or they did not. They could not believe that they 
faw Jefus, and conver‘ed with him for forty days, and finally faw 
him afcend to Heaven, or faw him in his transfiguration,, unlefs 
they really did {ee thefe things. Therefore, if they believed thofe 
facts, they really exifted; and then the gofpel is true. If, on the 
other hand, they did not believe thofe faéts on which the gofpel is 
tounded, however great their ambition might be, they took the 
moft direct way to tail of irs gratification, to be convicled of the 
moft palpable falfehood, to be loaded with thame infead of ho- 
nour, and to be forever prevented from eftablithing a party. All 
this might have been done by difproving the facts which they al- 


ledged, which might moft ‘eafily have been done, if they were 
mere 
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mere fictions, as they were reported to be done in the moft pub. 
Jic mainaer, and on the moft public oceafions; as turning water 
into wine ata public wedding; the raifing of Lazarus before a 
colie‘hon of the Jews on the occafion; the raifing of the fon of 
the widow of Nain, in a like public manner; the firtt gift of 
tonrues at the peatecof; and even the refurrection of Chrift. 
How eafy to have proved, that the ftory of the raifing of La. 
zarus was a mere fiction? How eafy to have proved that the 
apofties, at pentecott, were not heard to fpeak various languages 
publicly? How ealy t> have proved that there was no earthquake 
at tie time of the afferted refurreQtion of Chriff, And if the 
priefts an! rulers believed the ftory of the foldiers, and of the 
ftealiay of the body by the difciples, what is the reafon that there 
ws no fearch made for it? This circum(tance difproves the ftory. 
Not to mention the abfurdity of the foldiers undertaking to teftify 
what was done, while they were afleep.. The utmoft that th 
could fay, was, that they fell into a fleep; that until they fell into 
this fleep the body was fafe in the fepulchre; but when they awoke, 


it was gone; and chat they inferred, that the difciples had ftolen , , 


it. Tf chey had really ftolen it, it might, doubtlefs, in the time of 
it, be imide to appear at leaft probable, if not certain, from various 
Circuin{tances, as by the tracks of men, at the fepulchre, in Com- 
ing to it, and in departing from it; by the marks of their exertion 
in rolling away the ftone from the mouth of the fepulchre; and 
by their abfconding immediately afierward, to efcape conviction 
aad punifhment. <‘ The wicked fleesh, when no man purfueth.” 
It is, therefore, incredible, that if the difciples had ftolen the body 
of Jefus, they fhould all remain at Jerufalem, and appear publicly 
on all occafions, as before. Equally incredible is it, that there 
fhould not be even the attempt to convict them of it. Surely the 
Scribes and Pharifees were not wanting in a difpofition for it.—If 
there were no earthquake at or about the time of the alledged re- 
furrection, this, as obierved before, might eafily have been proved, 
and that would have overthrown the whole acount of the apofties, 
or at leaft have gone very far toward it. If there were an earth-’ 
wales it was either before the alledged refurrection, after it, or at 
the very time of it. If it were before, is it probable that the fol- 
diers would be fo unaffected by it, as to fall into a deep fleep 
foon after it? Befides, the foldiers would have been able, direct- 
ly, to contradict the account of the apoftles, and might have unit- 
ed in teftifying, that the body was fecure in the fepulchre, until 
fuch time after the earthquake, that they were entirely over the 
furprize which they felt from the earthquake, and were fallen in- 
to a found fleep. Or if the earthquake was after the alledged re- 
furrrection, fill they would be able to contradiét the apoftle’s 
account Of its being, at the time, or immediately before the refur- 

rection. 
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reftion. Nor is this all; if the foldiers found that the body was 
miffing before the earthquake, why did they not unmediately give 
notice, that purfuit and fearch might be imarediately made, and the 
body recovered? If it be faid, that the earthquake happened at 
the very inftant of the alledged refurrection: :on the fuppofition, 
that there was no refurrection, but chat the body was ftolen away 
by the difciples, the earthquake was at the very time at whicls 
the difciples were taking the body out of the fepulchre.’ There- 
fore, at this time the foldiers were either awake or afleep. If they 
were awake, they could, and doubtlefs would, have prevented the 
proceeding of the difciples. Befides, this fuppofition is contrary to 
their own account of the matter, that the body was ftolen away 
while they flept. Ifthe foldiers were afleep unmediately before 
the earthquake, doubtlefs that dit awaken them, and then being 
awake, they might have prevented the carrying away of the body, 
&c. There is aa one other poflible fuppofition, and that is, thac 
the foldiers flept fo long, that the difciples had time to come and 
carry off the body, and that when they were gone off with it, an 
earthquake happened, which, of courfe, muft have awakened the 
foldiers. Still, in this cafe, the foldiers could have directly con- 
tradicted wwe account of the apoftles, that the earthquake preced- 
ed the refurre€tion, and by it, and by the confequent appearance 
of an angel, the ‘‘ keepers did fliake, and become as dead men.” 
They could have teftified, that fo far from not the earthquake 
they were awakened out of a found fleep; and that, as to the 
angel, they faw nothing of him. | 

3- That the Jews remain a diftin@ nation to this day, may be 
accounted for from their peculiar cuftoms of circumcifion, not 
intermarrymg with other nations, &c. 

Anfwer. But how comes it to pafs, that the Jews are thus pe- 
culiarly tenacious of their own cuftoms? This is the very diff. 
culty to be accounted for. Oxher nations have had their peculiar 
cuftoms, and were, for a while, tenacious of thein; yet have long 
fince given them up, and conformed ‘to the cuftoms of other nz- 
tions. The Greeks and Romans were wont to cat their meals, re- 
clining upon a couch on one elbow ; they had their gods, and be - 
heved, that their perfonal and nag profperity depended on their 
obfervance of their religious rité#} their omens and libations, and 
that thefe rites were of divine authori:y. Yet'they have long fince 
loft all peculiarities, and loft all exiftence as diftinét nations. 
Nor were the Jews or Hraelites always tenacious of their peceliar 
cuftoms. They neglected circumcifion tor 4o'years in the wilder - 
nefs. And even after their return from the Babylonifh capuvity, 
they intermarried with the neighbouring nations. Why do they 
not fall into the fame practice now? 


4. The reafon why Chriftianity fo prevailed in the firt sy 
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that the idea that the world»was nearly at an end, was then vé 
prevalent, and many were greatly affrighted in that expectation, 

Anfwer. That expe&ation would influence no man to become 
a Carittian, unlefs he was convinced that Chriftianity was the 
truth. - No man who expects the end of the world thordy will, 
to prepare for it, embrace a fyftem of religion which he believes 
to be falfe. That exp2eétation would indeed naturally fet men to 
hiquite, wat is true religion, and whatis the beft way to prepare 
for our end: and the refalt-of fuch inquiry would be, to embrace 
that religion which, to the inquirer, appears to be the truth or the 
neareft to it. How came thofe, who, by their expectation of 
the end of the world, were excited to inquire after true reli- 
gion, to embrace Chriftianity? The anfwer muft be, that there 
appeared to them convincing evidence of its truth. And furely 
the fact, that to the moft ferious, diligeat and confcientious inquirers 
after true religion, who lived in the firft age, when the facts on 
which Chriftianity is founded, were recent and well known, or 
eafily capable of being afcertained or difproved; and who inquired 
after the truth in the immediate profpe& of the end of the world, 
and of their appearance at the bar of God; Chriftianity appeared 
to be fupported by fufficient evidence, fo that they embraced it as 
the only preparative for the judgment; is no prefumptive argument 
againft the truth of Chriftianity, but a ftrong prefumption in its 
favour. 

Why did not the Chriftians of that day, who fhortly expected 
the end of the world, renounce Chriftianity and embrace paganifm, 
that thercby they might be prepared for the judgment? ‘The an- 
fwer mult be, that paganifm cid not appear to them to be the true 
religion. It is prefumed, that there never was an inftajce, inany 
age, of a perfon renouncing Chriftianity and embracing another 
religion, or any feheme of infidelity, to prepare him for death or 
the end of the world. But there are inftances in every age of 
infidels, who, in the profpeét of death, have thought themfelves 
utterly unfafe in their infidelity, dnd have embraced Chriftianity, 
or at leaft have profeffed their conviction of the neceflity of it to 
a preparation fer death. 

5. Lhere is no need of the gofpel or of any revelation. The 
perie&t goodnels of God enfures to us future happinefs. 

Anfwer. To make the goodnefs of God a rational ground of 
expectation of future happinefs, we maft have evidence, itt. That 
he is perfeétly good; adly. ‘That the general good does not forbid 
riat we be made happy in the future world; 3dly. ‘That we thall 
attain to future happinefs, either unconditionally, or on fach con- 
ditions, as we do ormay eafily comply with. — ' 

1. We mutt have evidence, that God is perfeGtly good. But 
what evidence of this has the infidel? ‘The Chriftian is affured 
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of this by revelation; not only by its pofitive declarations, but by 
its whole fcheme, by the contents and tendency of the law, of the 
gofpel, and of the whole Bible. It all tends to infafe and promote 
holinefs and gooJnefs. But the infidel has no evidence of the di- 
vine goodnefs from thefe fources: “All he knows concerning God 
is, by what he has done in th¢ works of creation and providence. 
When he attends to thefe, he finds, that he has made a world, part- 
ly filled wich good, and partly with evil. Therefore Hume, the 
moft acute of infidels, afferts, that the only legitimate confequence 
to be drawn from fuch premiifes is, that the author of the world is 
partly good and partly evil. And Doétor Franklin, of whom in- 
fidels plume themfelyes much, informs us, that as God had givelt 
him a good lot in this world, he doubts not he will give him as 
good a ane in the future world. AM this implies, that on the prin- 
ciples of infidelity, nothing better is to be expected in the future, 
ftate than we eijoy in the prefent. Therefore as we are very far 
from intire happinefs in this world, we have no reafon to expe 
itin the world'to come. And as we Haye, on thefe principles, no 
evidence of the perfe& goodnefs of God, we have no right to fup- 
pofe that goodnefs, of to infer from the fuppofition of it, that we 
fhall be happy. | 

Thomas Paine tells us, ‘1 believe in one God, and no more ; 
and J hope for happine/s beyond this life.” It feems then, thag 
he is uncértain about it; he barely hopes for it. Nor does he give 
any of us an affurance of it, on his principles. What encou- 
tagement then have we to embrace his principles, which leave us 
in {lick an itnportant matter to bare Aopes ? Efpecially what rea- 
fon have we to tenounce Chriftianity, which gives us abfolute af- 
furance of future happinefs, to émbtace Mr. Paine’s fyftem, which 
a bare hopes of ‘it? This would be a very unequal exchange. 

ut on what ground does Mr. Paine ** Aope for happinefs beyo 
this life??? Has he ariy rea/on for his hope? , Or is it a mere fo 


-imagination? I do not find that he hag given any reafon in his pub- 


lications. Why he did not give us his reafon or reafons; whether 
it was becaufe he was confcidus, that he had none to give; of whe- 
ther he had not {tudied his fubjeé fo far as to difcover, that on hig 
principles no reafoh was tobe given for it, } willnot decide. But 
I prefume he will not venture to give the fame reafon for Ais Lope 
that Dr. Franklin gave’ for Ais. Whatever may be faid of the 
Doétor’s lot in this world, Mr. Paine furely has no reafon to boaft 
of the goodnefs of his. Whatever popularity he might once have 
enjoyed, both in America and Frarice, it was very fhort lived in 
both countries; in the latter, after a long imprifonment, he did but 
juft efcape the guillotine, and is now like to end his days in a manner 
grievoufly mortifying to his ambition. And that good God, who, 
‘im the courfe of his providenice, has fuffered fo many fore calami- 
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ties to befal"Mr. Paine in this world, may fuffer as great evild 
to befal him in the future world: he who brought him into 
prifon, and fo near to the guillotine, may caufe him to feel the 
force of that, or fome more dreadful inftrument of punifhment in 
the future world. In fhort, until Mr. Paine, or any other infidel, 
fhall be able, on his own principles, to demonftrate the perfeé& 
goodnefs of God, he has no reafon to expect, that in the future 
world he fhall be treated more favourably than the feriptures re. 
prefent concerning the wicked. 

adly, Suppofing the perfect goodnefs of God could, on the princi- 
ples of infidelity, be demonftrated, ftill, to make that goodnefs a 
jutt ground of the expe&tation of happinefs in the future world; we 
muft have evidence, that the general good does not ftand in the 
way of that happinefs, or does not require our mifery. Thoogh 
God is indeed perfectly good, yet, in this life we Cuifer various 
miferies. This, doubilels is, becaufe God fees that the general 
good requires it. Otherwife the difpenfation cannot be reconciled 
with perfe&t goodnefs. And as the general good does require our 
inifery here, how do we know but that it may require it here- 
after. 

3diy. That we may rationally truft to the goodnefs of God 
for future happinefs, and feel ourfelves fafe in that truft, we muft 
know, whether we are to attain to future happinefs uncondition- 
ally; or, otherwife, what the condition or conditions are, and muft 
alfo know, that we comply with the conditions. That we all, in 
fome inftances at leaft, deviate from the line pointed out to us, 
even by the law of riature and reafon, I prefume infidels themfelves 
will acknowledge. _ Then arifes the queftion, Will the author of 
nature, and of the law of nature, pais by with impunity, all our 
violations of his law, even though we perfift in them? Or, if it be 
fail, that repentance and reformation are neceflary to the favour 
of the Deity and to future happinefs ; the queftion will arife, what 
degree of repentance and reformation are neceflary? Muft our 
fubfequent obedience be intire and perfe&t? Or, {hall we be en- 
titled to future happinefs by an imperfe& obedience? That the 
maa, who imperfe€tly repents and obeys, is entitled to future hap- 
pinels requires proof, before it can be rationally or fafely believed. 
‘The penitent is in this lite equally liable to calanity as the reft of 
men, And as thé general good, and therefore the divine good- 
nefs do require, that he fuffer calamity and mifery here, they 
inay, for aught appears, require the fame hereafter. Nay, if the ge- 
neral good, without an atonement, and viewing the penitentin his 
own character merely, do not require him to be punifhed, it is not 
juit that he fhouldbe punifhed ; for the rules of juftice, in this cafe, 
are determined by the requirements of the general good. What is 
a juft puniflsnent of avy crime but’ a pumihment, which, in wew 
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of the crime only, is requifite to repair the damage done to the fyf- 
cem by that crime? Now, if the fyftem or the good of.at, in view of 
the conduct of the penitent finner only, do not require that he be 
punifhed, it is not juft that he be punifhed. Of courfe, juttice 
requires thathe pafs with impunity, and he is incapable of pardon ; 
nay, in the violation of the divine law there is no moral evil. 

t with to make a further obfervation concerning the foremen- 
tioned idea of Dr. Franklin, that becaufe God gave him a good 
lot in this world, he doubted ndt but that he would give him as 
good an one in the future. This goes on the ground, that every 
man is to be dealt with in the future world juft as he is in this; 
that thofe who are moft profperous in this world, will be moft 
profperous in the future; and thofe who meet with the greateft 
trials and afilictions in this world, will be moft wretched in the fu- 
ture. Now, would Dr. Franklin avow this? Would he maintain, 
that the man who, from his infancy, is poffeffed of a feeble con- 
ftitution, and {pends his days in pain, poverty and contempt, though 
ever fo ftriGtly juft, and cordially benevolent; and the man of the 
fame amiable chara€ter, who, from a competency, is, by the fraud 
and oppreffion of his rich neighbour, reduced to poverty and diftrefs, 
and is in various ways, through his whole life, rendered miferable 
by his faid neighbour, now become inveterately malicious taward 
him, becaufe he himfelf has injured him; will be more miferable 
in the future world, than any of thofe who live and die in prof- 
perity, difipation and yice. O. 





sainemnenaeemadionem 
Obfervations on the Theological Magazine, by Shamgar, a 

Fellow Citizen of the Saints, and of the Houfbold of God; 

dwelling, at prefent, on tke Heights of the Apalachiag 

Fills, 
a | WILL begin by obferving, that I am not moved 

to make thefe Remarks by any mercenary confider- 
ation whatever, by any idea of private fame, expecting, 
while I live, to be loft in obfcurity among thefe wilds, nor 
even by the moft diftant hint from thofe who may be 
fuppofed to be chiefly interefted in the profperity of this 
work. 

2. [have learnt from the intercourfe I have heretofore 
had with the ftudious and active world, and efpecially from 
my Bible, which [ always keep in my bofom, that man- 
kind are naturally, in all the affections of their hearts, averle 


to holinefs, and to holy objects, employments and enjoy- 
ments 5 
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ments; that, therefore, ifsthe world were left to its own 
courfe, without the interpofitions of almighty grace ope- 
rating by means, divintly contrived, the church of Chrift 
would foon be overwhelmed, and loft under a univerfal 
deluge of wickednefs; all virtue and truth would be exter. 
minated from the earth, and happinefs take its everlaftin 
flight from man, whether inhabiting, as I do, the folitudes 
of the wildernefs, or the more focial portions of the globe. 
From the fame fources I have alfo been taught to believe, 
that, owing to the refiduum of extenfive depravity, there 
remains, even in the minds of the children of wifdom, a me- 
Jancholy pronenefs to fpiritual laffitude, diftance from God, 
ignorance, fottifhnefs,and conformity to the prefent world. 
Hence I have been led to believe, that there is the 
moft urgent need of ufing, and even obtruding every pro- 
mifing mean of awakening, of exciting attention, of pro- 
voking inquiry, of aroufing the affections, and ftimulating 
towards objects of goodnefs. Now, it appears to me, that 
the Theological Magazine is excellently adapted to thefe 
purpofes. As I love the interefts of truth, virtue, and 
happinefs more than all riches, I cannot therefore but 
fervently wifh its continuance, and more extenfive recep- 
tion. 

3. Though a wife providence has caft my lot in thefe 
fequeftered regions, yet I love fociety. ‘The firft principle 
of the Chriftian fyftem, Jove, is a focial principle. The go- 
vernment of God is a focial government. Chrift’s king- 
dom is a fociety. God himfelf is a focial Being. How 
pleafing the communion of faints, though it be far fhort 
of the communion of heaven! Now Chrift’s fheep are 
locally feattered abroad, fome of them upon the mouptains 
as lam. Hence every thing which can give #id or gratt- 
fication to the focial principle, as it is colleéting and coh- 
centrating, is extremely defirable. For this reafon I will 
confefs, | highly value, and with pleafure take and read 
the Theological Magazine. While I do this, I feem te be 
a kind of traveller among the churches of my Lord, I 
feel as though I had drawn around me, all the good minif- 
ters and good people from the province of Maine to Geor- 


gia. I unite in their fentiments, and in their praifes. In » 
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fhort, the Magazine is of an affociating nature. I will, on 
this ground, doall that I can to encourage it. 

4. Though the kingdoms of this world are not yet the 
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, neverthe- 
lefs, I believe they will be ere long; and befides, it appears 
to me, that civil government is an inftitution of Chrift m 
Lord, contributive to the perfection and final glory of 
Zion. Hence, whatever tends to the political good of 
our common country, to remove local prejudices, to pre- 
vent the diffevering of the political body, to ftrengthen 
authority, and melt down the patts into a harmonious 
whole, it muft be within the reach of benevolence to cherifh. 
To this object alfo it is evident, that the Magazine is con- 
ducive. It is no infignificant’civil bond. ‘This confider- 
ation fometimes prefents to my mind the dying with of 
fome eminent civilian with refpe& to his country, | for- 
get who, ‘* perpetua efto.” 

5. The church of Chrift appears to me what my Lord 
and Mafter often declared it to be, ‘ the fait of the earth.” 
It is to me infinitely the moft precious of all terreftrial inter: 
efts. Hence I love to hear of its travails, and of its birth ; 
of its toils, and of its eafe; of its pains, and of its pleafures, 
whether prefent or remote, in other countries or my OWn. 
Now, the Magazine tells me news of thiscomplexion. It 
informs me of what is doing and fuffering for Chrift in 
Europe ard America, in Afia, Africa, and the iflands of 
the fea. I give my voice therefore, that itis a ufeful ef- | 


tablifhment, which ought to meet with permanent and ex- 
tenfive encourage sient. SHAMGAR. 


Application.—Reader, if you think that wifdom dwells 
with the man of the hills, grudge not your few fhillings a 
year for the Theological Magazine. 
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YESUS CHRIST acquitted from the Charge of being ibe 
Minifier of Stn. 

N every age and country, fince the firft preaching of 

fel, Chriflianity has had its enemies. 
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of thefe have been extremely afZcuous, In their labours, to 
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invalidate the truth of revealed religion, and banith it from 
the world. Befidethe multitudes, who have had recourfe 
to fire and fword, not a few have laboured, and are ftill 
labouring hardly to bring the name and religion of Jefus 
ito univerfal contempt, by the wiles of pretended reafon 
and philofophy. And though, bleffed be God! the tafk 
has, and ever muft prove too hard for them, yet many 
have followed their pernicious ways, by. whom the way 
of the truth is evilly {poten of. 

Among their various objections is one, nor that the 
Jeaft planfible, wach th apoftle Paul has in view, when 
he fays, Gal. it. 17. %* But ef, wéile we feek to be juftified 
by Chriff, we ourfelves.are found finners, 1s Chrift, there- 


fore, the minifier of fin? God forbid.” The objector’s 


argument is this, if fuch as are profefledly the difciples of 
Chrift, (which is the main thing to be underftood, in this 
pian, by feeking to be juftified by him) are yet found de- 
praved and immoral, like other men, the confequence 
follows, that Chrift is a deceiver, a patron of immorali- 
ty, and his religion a refuge of lies. The queftion to be 
confidered is, Whether this be a fair conclufion, though 
the premifes be fully admitted ? 

It is important to confider, that the Chriftian fcheme 
of religion and falvation was never intended to make men 
perfect atonce. Though profeffedly a religion of pure be- 
nevolence, it does not claim the merit of removing all fel- 
fithnefs from the human heart, till believers are removed 
hence, to that world, where nothing fhall enter which de- 
fiieth. The following, therefore, are mexims of {cripture, 
which are fupported by an appeal to facts. “* There is not 
a jul man upon earth, who doeth good, and finneth not.” “ If 
we fay, we have no fin, we deceive curfelves, and the truth 
is notin us.” Eience, none have the leaft right to expect, 
that the religion of the gofpel fhould render man perfect 
in this hfe. But no charge can ftand againft it, for not 
exceeding that for which it has given encouragement. 

It is obvious, however, that Chriftianity, which is pro- 
feffedly a {heme of pure, undefiled religion, does claim 
the merit of making men, who truly embrace it, effenti- 
ally benevolent in their tempers, their fertiments, and 

conduct, 
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conduct. Hence, notwithftanding many things, which 
evince, that believers are fan¢tified but in part, it is a 
point, for which Chriftianity is not afraid to contend ear- 
neftly, that its rea/ friends are diftinguifhed from the reft 
of mankind, by the purity of their hearts and lives. 

It is certain, however, that no provifion is made, which 
cari prevent ever fo many afluming the Chriftian name, 
who liave not the fpirit of Chrift, and are none of his. 
We find, accordingly, that, from an early period, multi- 
tudes, including fome, in churches of every denomination, 
have profeffed to be the difciples of Chrift, who, in works, 
have denied him. This too, fo far from contradiétings 
was abundantly foretold, by Chrift and his apoftles. At 
prefent none will attempt to deny, but numbers, who fo 
far feek'to be juftified by Chrift, as to yield a general affent 
to the truth of his gofpel, to have hopes of great and eter- 
nal advantage, from his coming and work, and even to 
make the moft public and folemn profeffion of being his: 
difciples, are yet found finners. Thofe very early ap- 
peared, in the vifible church of Chrift, whofe examples 
proved, that they belonged to the fynagogue of fatan, Even 
in Chrift’s family, wkele he was on earth, was a traitor, 
who had a devil, arid was vile enough to betray his malf- 
ter, and then hang himfelf. No period has fince occurred, 
when many havé not béen found under the denomination 
ef Chriftians, but fo far from doing the commandments of 
Chrift, as to be over'much Wicked. The fame evil {till ex- 
ifts. Many, not only’of thofe who have’ profeffedly re- 
formed from the grofs corrt¢ptions and abufes of the church 
of Rome, but of'others, who claim the merit of betas 
the abufes even of the reformers themfelves, are yet founc 
the fervants of corruption. Some of thefe are finners, of 
more than ordinary fize. Hence, among other things, 
that want of benevolent affe@ion ; that cenforioufnefs, 11- 
liberality and ill-nature; that inordinate love of the world; 
that abominable covetoufnefs and inhumanity; yea, intem- 
perance and debauchery, which are, fometimes found 
among thofe who profefs to be followers of the meck and 
benevolent Jefus. my 

But the premifes being granted, in this extenfive lati- 
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tude, the conclufion is utterly denied, that Chrift is, theres ¢ 
fore, the minifter of fin. No argument, hence deriv 
will be admitted as of any weight againft the truth of hig 
religion. 

In the firft place, it is contended, that there are fome 
among the profelt difciples of Jefus, though their number 
be comparatively {mall, who do more than others, and in 
whofe lives the moft diftinguifhing and excellent virtues 
are exemplified, and commended to the confciences of their 
fellow men. This none will attempt to gain fay;. nor 
will any queftion but thefe live agreeably to the rules of 
the golpel, and their own profeffion. In the next place; 
it is generally granted, by profeft unbelievers, that the gof- 
pel of Chrift exhibits the moft perfec fyftem of bose 
which the world has ever feen. But after this conceffion, 
can any thing be more unfair, or unbecoming men, who 

profefs ¢o rea/on, than ftill afcribing to Chrift. and the na- 
lt of his religion, thofe immoralities, thofe antichriftian 
abufes, which have crept into the yifible church, under 
the manifett aid of polluted hearts and hands? What is 
genera; lly granted, even by thofe who with to diveft the 
go'p pel of Chrift of its divine aucgrity , is a full acknow- 
edgment, that the characters of men, if formed on the ge- 
nuine principles of Chriitianity, would be uniformly excel- 
lent. Hence, we may confider unbelievers, in general, and 
even Thomas Paine, notwithftanding his fephiftry, impu- 
dence, feurrility, and bittern efs, as. giving up the whole 
ground of the objeétion now under confideration. 

Agreeably to what has been faid, congluding that Chrift 
is the minifter of fin, and his religion a mere human con- 
trivance, becaufe ever (a mazy, who are denominated Chrif- 
tians, by their own profeffion, are yet found finners, 1s 
sy al ig judging, from the teftimony of fal/e witnelfes, 
and real enemies to the crofs of Chrift. It is agreed on all 
hands, that the characters of thefe are extremely at vari- 
ance with their profeffions. Hence, they are Aypacritical, 
difponeh, and reprobate, concerning the ty uth. This is de- 
monftrated by the teftimony of their actions, which no- 
tuing can gainfay, It would, therefore, be exceedingly 
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indicative of ignorance, prejudice, and difhonefty, if not of 
all three; yea, muft evince an exceffive want of fubftan- . 
tial evidence, to admit that mentioned, as, in any degree, 
fuficient to warrant an unfavourable conclufion in reff 

to Chriftianity. In a caufe of fuch magnitude, nothing 
more abfurd:could be invented than admitting the validity 
of fuch evidence, or allowing it the weight of a feather to- 
wards proving that Chrift is the minifter of fin, and his 
gofpel the work of impofture. 

In the view of tmpartial judges, the moit which thofe 
are capable of doing, who profefs to be Chriftians, but 
are found finners, is, to furnifl evidence for: their own 
condemnation. This they do abundantly: and haying 
dowe this, the teftimony of their corrupt examples ought to 
be fet afide, as null and void, in refpect to thé prefent 
queition. Men of this charaCer fhould be admitted eth. 
caution, if at all,as evidences in’caufes cf common im- 
portance. Flow much more, therefore, when convicted 
of being hypocritical and d:fhoneft,fhould not the very ev#- 
dence of this be admitted, for deciding a quefticn of the 
firft magnitude. Ae 

But what renders the above reafoning the more con- 
clufive is this, which is worthy of {pecial regard, a main 
fource of evidence, and that, from which a true decifion 
may be formed, is within the reach of all who enjoy the 
gofpel. Its internai evidences are open to univerfal in- 
{fpection. Thefe, with impartial judges, are fafficient to 
fettle the point, whether the fcriptures:are the word of 
God, or a mere device of the crafty. ‘Te queftion ad- 
mits of no other alternatives. If Chrift be not the Son of 
God, nor Chriftianity therefore divine, he muft have been 
the chief of impoftors, and the religion of the gofpela. 
mere refuge of Les. But all who have attentively read 
the gofpel of Jefus, which is a fummary of what claims 
the authority of infpiration, mujt know, im ‘thar confciences, 
that it teaches none cther things than fuch as are ** Louejt, 
pure, lovely, and of good report ,” accordingly, that ot. James 
has given the true defcription cf the genuine golrel reli- 
gion, when he fays, “ she wifdome, selich 15 frei aloe, is 
Soft pure, then peacechle, genile, cafy to be intreated, full of 
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mercy and goad fruits, without partiality, and without hypr. 
ericy.”’ Similar is the account given, 1 Cor. xiii. of that 
charity, which is the 4a4s of the Chriftian character. Such: 
is the internal excelience of Chriftianity, viewed as a 
fcheme of rational piety and good morals. In this view 
of it, but efpccially as fuited to promote union, - tranquil- 
lity and happinefs among all who fubmit to tts divine au- 
thority, and obey its precepts, it remains unrivalled, even: 
by confent of the moft difcerning and refpectable of thofe 
who wifh to difprove its divine original. But after this, 
to conclude, from the premifes above granted, or even to 
admit, as poffible, that Chrift fhould be the minifter of 
fin, and the religion of the gofpel the work of impofture, 
is fuch a ftretch of abfurdity, as men are rarely guilty of, 
in reafoning on any other fubject. W. 


’ 





On the endlefs Duration of future Punifbments. 


T has been well obferved, that happinefs is the uninter- 

rupted inclination of our nature, and mifery its contrary 
averfion; and the wife author of our being has wrought 
the paffions of hope and fear in us, as fprings of aétion, 
and afpur to induftry. The body might be alive, but 
like a tree, immoveable. The underftanding would grow 
languid, and the will inaétive, but for thofe paffions which 
bring forward the objects which concern them to be occu- 
pied about. To make prefent pleafure or pain the mo- 
tives of our actions, is to act like a brute, a mere natural 
agent; it is purely animal, and difplays not a fingle fa- 
eulty of the foul. God, whofe wife mind penetrates into 
the nature and duration of man, pervades the whole chain 
of caufes and effects; traces’every ftream of conduct to its 
fource, and marks its progrefs forward to the everlafting 
ocean. It is from him we have received a revelation of 
things to come, and we employ our fober inquiry upon 
thofe interefting fubje&ts he has been pleafed to communi- 
cate. Our hopes and fears extend to an eternal world, and 
our motives are greater or lefs in proportion to the luftre 
of glory, and the horrors of hell; for whilft it is lawful on 
the one hand to have refpeét to the recompence of — 
0, 
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fo, on the other, knowing the terrors of the Lord, we are 
called upon to perfuade men. Some perfons, from an af- 
fumed, but falfe benevolence, would fain take off the edge 
of future torments, whilft others are interefted in wifhing, 
at leaft, that the worm-may die and the fire be quenched. 
Much I know has been written upon the fubjeét, anda 
plain man like myfelf cannot be expected to add very greatly 
to the mafs of information already inthe hands of the pub- 
lic. If I produce a little light, I truft I thall not be de- 
fpifed; for candour will acquit me if I light a candle only, 
and feek diligently for the peace of filver which fome ima- 
gine to be loft. The endlefs duration of future punifh- 
ments may, I conceive, be proved from many plain revela- 
tions in fcripture ; but, omitting other places which might 
be convincingly urged ‘to this purpofe, I fhall confider 
chiefly a paflage inthe 25th of Matthew. Thewholechapter 
indeed contains an account of thofe rewards and punifh- 
ments which are in referve for good and ‘bad mien in the 
future ftate ; but at the 31ft verfe, our Saviour begins the 
awful detail of the folemn proceedings of the day of judg- 
ment—Wbhen the Son of Man fhall come in bis glory, and all 
the boly angels with bim, then fall he fit upon the throne of 
bis glory, and before bim fhall be gathered all nations, and he 
fhall feparate the one from the other, as a foepberd divideth 
the (beep from the goats: and he fhall fet the foeep on his right 
hand, but the goats on the left. And after they had paffed . 
their trial, the king fays to them on his right hand, Cone 
ye bleffed of my Father, inberit the kingdom, bat to thole 
on his left-hand, Depart from me ye cured intd everlafting 
fire. And to take off all pretence, that though the fire 
fhall be everlafting, yet the continuance of the wicked in 
that fire may be but fora feafon; he adds, in the laft 
verfe, and thefe fhall go away into everlafting punifhment. 
The punifhment is made as lafting as the fire. But it feems 
that the word here rendered everlafting, doth, in fome other 
paflages of {cripture, fignify only a limited period of time; 
and from hence it is infinuated, that it expreffes no more 
in this and in other parallel texts in the New Tefta- 
ment. It muft be acknowledged, that the words tranflat- 


ed everlafting, eternal, endlefs, forever, as they frequently 
fignify 
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fignify an unmeafursble duration, fo they are fometimes 


alfo taken for a finite and bounded period, and therefcre - 


nothing can be concluded from the bare i importance of the 

vords themfelves, fo that, in determining when they are 
ufed in one fenfe, and when in tke other, we mutt be dj- 
rected by the general rules of interpretation. 

Firit, W herever thefe words fSignify a limited duration, 
they are neceffarily reftrained to it by the nature or ftate 
of thofe things to which they are applied. 

In the law of Mofes there are feveral pofitive precepts, 
rites and ufagres impofed on the Jews in the words before 
mentioned. The pailover was to be obferved by an ardi- 
nance forever.* The firft fruits, and the annual atonement 
that was to be made by the high prieft are termed, a fla 
tute forever, and an everlafting ftatute.+ In one place, the 
injunction is thus exprefied, ie whole covenant T obferve 
end do for evermore, and in another it 1s ftiled, the § ever- 


 lafling covenant. 


Now, as to the particular commands, it is not to be pre- 
tended that they fhould laft longer than the whole inftitu- 
tion of which they are bat a part; and though the whole 
is called an everlafting covenant, yet, made up as it was, of 
external rites and ceremonies, which had no natural good- 
nefs in them, it prefigured a better difpenfation which was 
to follow— it was, as the apoftle calls it, the fhadow of 
go id things to come, and its perpetuity was confequently 
and neceflarily intended to reach only to the laft period of 
the Jewifh church. And that there was another law to 
fucceed this everlafting law, is plainly to be collefed from 
the nature and defign of it, and is very clearly to be dif- 
cerned from the writings of the prophets, in which there is 
detcribed and promifed fuch a ftate of religion, as is in no 
way applicable to the Levitical worfhip.. A pricfthcod 
was alio to he eftablifhed after another order from that of 
Aaron. The Lord hath worn, and will not repent, thou ant 
ge pri: A forever efter the order of Melchifedec. Upon which 
juljcté the epattle argues, that the pricfhood being changed, 

ibere 


* Exod. xii. 17. ¢ Lev, xvi. 31, 34, + 2 Kings xvii. 37 
§. Ifstah xxiv. 5. 
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there is mede of neceffity a change alfo of the law. Towhich 
purpofe nothing can be more full and exprefs than the 
prophecy of Jeremiah, in the 31ft chapter and 31f verfe. 
his place contains a good defcription of thofe large mea- 
fures of light and knowledge, and that plentiful effufion of 
the holy {pirit which are under the gofpel covenant; and 
I conceive it as plain as words can make it, that this can- 
not be underftood of adefign to advance*the Levitical fer- 
vice to an higher pitch, as the Jews have fancied, it being 
exprefsly called a new law, not according to the covenant 
that he mad¢ with their fathers. To which I need on- 
ly fubjoin the inference of the apoftle from this very pro- 
phecy, in that he faith, @ mew covenant be hath made; 
the firft old: now, that which decayeth and waxeth old, is 
ready to varifh away. : 

‘This will fuffice to demonftrate, that when the expref. 
fions, everlatting, forever, 8c. are joined to things relating 
to the old law, they do therefore fignify a bounded period 
of time, becaufe the old law itfelf, to which they are ap- 
plied, was to have an end. But this reafon equally applies 
when the words are ufed on fome cther occafions. When 
Iannah vowed that her fon fhould abide before the Lord 
forever, who can underftand any thing but, that fhe de- 
voted her child to the immediate fervice of God as long as 
he fhould live—fo alfo, when God threatens, by Jeremiah, 
that he will kindle a fire, and it fhall devour the palaces of 
Jerufalem, and it fhall never be quenched. The meaning 
is obvious, that it fhall never be quenched until thofe pa- 
laces are burnt down and utterly deftroyed by fire. 

Secondly, There are a variety of confiderations why 
the words in queftion muft be underftood of an vnbound- 
ed, infinite duration, wherever they are applied to the duf- 


ferings of a futureftate. 


1. It may be obferved, that though thefe words, when .- 


they relate to things of a perifhing and changeable nature, 
are to be taken in a limited fenfe, yet they always fignify a 
duration commenfurate to the duration of the fubject to 
which they are applied. Good reafon then, that when 
thefe expreffions are applied to an irreverfible final 
an 
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and to things which are immortal, that they fhould bear a 
fenfe proportioned to this irreverfible final ftate, and to 
thefe immortal things. Seeing then, that the ftate which 
will commence after this life, contains the laft fcene of af. 
fairs, there being not the leat glimpfe of any profped 
beyond it; feeing alfo, that the foul of man is of an im- 
mortal natere, and that the body alfo fhall, in the refur- 
rection, put on incerruption, it follows, that when ever- 
Jatting panifhments are threatened againft this immortal 
foul, and this incorruptible bedy in a final ftate, they muf 
be underftood to be as everlafting as the foul and body, 
and {tate to which they are applied. I fay, that thefe epi- 
thets of eternal and everlafting, do always denote a dura. 
tion as lafting as the fubjecét to which they are given: 
when they are given to things corruptible, they fignify a 
continuance which will reach to the laft period of thofe 
corruptible things; and, accordingly, when they are given 
to things not liable to corruption, they fignify a duration 
proportioned to an incorruptible being. When we fay, 
God is everlafting or eternal, it is out of queftion, that we 
mean an unbounded duration, becaufe we know that the 
divine nature is immortal; and, therefore, when it is thre.t- 
ened, that the future punifhments of the wicked fhall be 
eternal, we ought, by a parity of reafon, to underftand 
them to be without end, becaufe the wicked who are to 
fuftain them fhall be immortal, both im body and in foul 
forever. 

2dly. Another confideration is, becaufe they’ do con- 
fefledly denote as much whenever they relate to future re- 
wards, vide 2 Tim. 1. 10. and 2 Cor. iv. 18. 

And when the fame judge fhall, with one breath, pro- 
nounce that thefe fhall go away into everlafting punifh- 
ment, but the righteous into everlafting life; what fha- 
dow of pretence can there be, feeing the fame word escno* 
is applied to beth, why the punifhiment fhould not be as 
everlafting as the life. Another confideration may be 
formed, by comparing Rev. iv. 8. and the vii. and 15. 
with Rev. xiv.-11. and xx. 10. The future punith- 

ments 


* Matt. xxv. ult. 
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mients of the wicked, and their endlefs duration, is adoc-' 
trine which has beer always current in the Chriftian church; 
and ever efteemed of fingular importance to it, ‘though 
there have been one or two anciently, and more of late, who” 
have maintained a different opinion, and that upon two 
grounds. | 

1. Becaufe they imagine that all that the {criptures have 
revealed in this matter is to be underftood, either of an im- 
mediate annihilation of the wicked at the day of judgment, 
or that they are, at moft, to undergo but 2 fhort and tem- 
porary punifhment. 

adly. Becaufe they imagine, that the eternity of hell tor- 
ments is repugnant to the divine perfections, to the juf- 
tice, the wifdom, and the mercy of God Almighty.» Thefe 
objections I fhall contrevert at a future time, if it fhould 
appear from this paper, that any thing I can offer is ac- 
ceptable to the public. J. N. B. 

Conneéiicut, Sept. 26, 1796. 





_— 


A DISSERTATION ON REVELATION xiii. 8. 


A brief Differtatien on Rev. xiii. 8. “* And all that dwell upon 
the earth fhall worfhip him, whofe names are not written 
in the book of life of the Lamb flain from the foundation of 
the world.” 


ROM this paffaze attempts have been made to fupport fen- 
ments which, it is conceived, are highly reproachful to the 
character of Chrift, and wholly fubverfive of the important doc- 
tines of grace. ‘The Holy Ghoft hath, no doubt, conveyed ap 
idea in this paffage, which correfponds with the general current of 
the facred {criptures; and, fince the explanation commonly given 
of it, is improved to weaken, and pull down fome of the grand 
pillars of the gofpel-fcheme of falvation, the inquiry preffes itfelf 
upon us, Whether its true meaning be generally apprehended? 
The chapter in which this paflage is found, contains a defcrip- 
tion of the beaft which John faw rife up out of the fea, having 
feven heads and ten horns. This defeription concludes with the 
verfe now undertaken to be explained. It will not be nec 
to make any particular applications of what is faid with refpec 
to the beaft, as the idea, fuppofed to be mifapprehended, is ex- 
preffed in the latter claufe of the verfe. It is, 1 waft, the gene- 
ral, and, no doubt, the true idea, that by thofe * whofe names 


are not written in the Lamb’s book of life,’ ave meant the re- 
probate, 
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probate, that part of mankind which will be finally loft. Here, 

therefore, there will be no need of enlarging. In what follows 
there is more difficulty. According to the common explanation, 

there is a fenfe, in which God called Carift, “ the Lamb lain 

From the foundation of the world,” although he was not really 

fain for fome thoufand years after the foundation of the world, 

This explanation has immediate reference to the foreknowledge 

of God. It is afferted, dhat the Lamb was flain from the foun-’ 

dation of the world in the view of God, who knew all things” 
from eternity. This paffage is confidered as being parallel with 
one in Rom. iv. 17. where God is reprefented as “ calling thofe 
things which be not as though they were.” As God had a per- 
fect knowledge of all events from eternity, as he forefaw the fuf- 
ferings and death of his Son on the crofs, before the human race 
apoltatized, or had exiftence, it is urged, that he might with 
propriety fpeak of that event, as being accomplithed trom, or 
before the foundation of the world. ‘This, fofar as 1 have ob- 
ferved, is the explanation commonly given, and the paffage, in 
this view, will be fufficienily piain and intelligible, by inferting 
a very few words; as thus, ‘“ /Vic/fe names are not written im 
the book of life of the Lamb fiain (in the view of the divine 
mind) from the ;oundation of the world.” 

I wiil, in the next place, thow what u/es have been made of 
this explanation. : 

if any paflages of the holy feriptures be fo explained as to coun- 
tenance error, and to give a handle to the enemies of the diftin- 
guilhing doftrines of the Golpel, we have reafon to doubt, whe- 
ther their real meaning be underftood. In every part of that 
book, which was diétated by the infpiration of the Holy Ghoft, 
we may know there muft be harmony. 

One ufe which is made of the explanation now given of this 
paflage, is to take away all divine glory and authority from Je- 
fus Chrift, and to bring him down on a level with mere men. 
‘The advocates for the fentiment now alluded to, have felt them- 
felves difficulted to explain away the almoft numberlefs prffaces 
of feripture which fpeak of Chrift’s having exiftence before he 
came into this world; but, however difficult the taf, it is what 
they have attempted. In John xvii. 5- we find the tollowing 
prayer of JefusChrift: “* 4ud now, O Father, glorify thou me 
with thine own felf, with the glory which Thad with thee be- 
fore the world was.’’ They who fuppofe Chrift to be a mere 





human being, fay, that he had no glory with the Father, except 
im the fame ienfe in which he was flain before he cane into the 
world. It is acknowledged, fay they, that he was the Lamb 
flain from the foundation of the world, in no other fenjo, than 
that ihis eveart exilled in the view of the Divine mind irom 
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the foundation of the world. And why, it is urged, may we 
not explain thefe words, “ Glorify thou me with thine own 
Self, with the glory which I had with thee before the world 
was,”’ in the fume fenfe? This is a fpecimen of their reafoning, 
to which I have been a witnefs. ‘The paffage in Revelation, 
now undertaken to be explained, is improvetl as a clew to avoid 
the force of thofe paffiges, which fpeak of Chrift as having 
exiftence before he came into this world. Itis one of the ftrong 
holds of thofe who affirm that his exiftence is merely Auman; 
and it is reforted to, becaufe they are ‘enfible it is explained in 
fuch a way as to give them advantage. ’ 
Another ufe made of the common explanation is to overthrow 
the doctrine of divine decrees, and of perfonal election to eternal life. 
There are fome who profefs to believe, and who Jabour to main- 
tain, that God eleés none to eternal life until after they believe 
and embrace the Gofpel. They, and all believers in the divinity 
of the {criptures, are néveflitated to acknowledge, that there muft 
be a jenfe, in which the doétrine of election is true; becaufe 
there are many paflages in which it is directly expreffed, and 
numberlefs places, where it is neceflarily implied. In Eph. i. 4 
it is faid, ** God hath chofen us in Chrift before the foundation 
of the werld, that we fhould be holy and witheut blame before 
him in love.” The apoftle Peter, in his Arft epiftle, calls the 
faints, “ Ele according to the foreknowledge of God the Fa- 
ther’*- The apoftle Paul, in his fecond epiitle to the Theffalo- 
nians, faith unto the faints, “ God hath from the beginning cho» 
fen you to falvation, through fanétification of the Spirit, and 
belief of the truth.” ‘Thete paffages, being a part of holy writ, 
enforce an acknowledgment from all believers in divine revela- 
tion, that there muft be a /enfe, in which God hath chofen fume 
to life and glory, from, or before, the foundation of the world, 
But when thefe paflages, which exprefily hold forth election, are 
urged in its fupport, to get rid of the truth, fome reafon as thus: 
God calleth Chrift the Lamb flain from the foundation of the 
s orld, although indecd he was not flain for [ome thoufand years 
after. Hence, therefore, we may eafily underfland that he 
/neaketh of eleéing us from the foundation of the world. He 
calleth Chrift the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, 
though not flain till he was a man in the ficfh. Even fo he 
calleth men, elected from the foundation of the world, though 
not elefted till they were men inthe flefa. By all which it is 
clear, that as Ch rift was calted the Lamb flain from the foun- 
dation of the world, and yet not flain till fome thoufand years 
efter, till the. day of his death ; fo alfo men are called ele& 
from the foundation of the world, and yet are not eleBed, per- 
haps, till fome thoufand years after, till the day of their con- 
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verfion to God.”* This is the chain of reafoning made ufe of, 
by fom, to overthrow the doétrine of election, which appears 
to have been a prominent feature in the faith once delivered unto 
the faints. This reafoning is founded on the common explanation 
of the paffage under confideration. Recourfe is had to this paf- 
fage, as being a c/ew to explain all thofe feriptures which feem 
to exprefs the doStrine of election, and to make them corref- 
pond with the idea, that God choofes none to eternal life until 
they belive in Carift. By the fame reafoning, all the predeter- 
minations of the divine mind may be fhown not to be a realaty, 
and that to God we ought to afcribe nothing more, with refpe& 
to fuiure events, than foreknowledge. 

Such are the ufes which are made of the common explanation of 
the paffage under confideration. 

Having noticed thefe, I will proceed to point out what appears 
to be its true meaning and import. 

It was made known to the apoftle John, that “ 4// who dwell 
upon the earth fhould worfhip him, (the beaft) whofe names arg 
not written in the book of life of the Lamb flain from the foun- 
dation of the world.” Let the in uiry now arife, what is here 
afferted to have been done from the sand ae ak of the world? I re- 
ply, the names of thofe who fhould worfhip the beaft were not 
written in the Lamb’s book of life, from the foundation of the 
world. Their xames were not written from the foundation of the 
world, not the Lamb was flain from that time. Were a.gomma 
inferted after the word flaim, as, no doubt, ought to. be the cafe, 
the critical, intelligent reader would receive the very idea now 
given. A careful attention to thefeveral members of the fentence 
will make its meaning more plain; as thus, /Vhofe names are 
not written in the book of aye of the Lamb flain, from the 
foundation of the world. The natural and moft confiftent ex- 








shall worfhip the beait, whofe names were not written, from the 
foundation of the world, in the book of life of the Lamb which 
was flain. ; 

To evince the propriety of this expofition, the following rea- 
fons are offered. 

1. It is evidently moft agreeable to the original. 

In our tranflation, the verb, in the claufe fuppofed to be mif- 
underftood, is rendered in the prefent tenfe, who/e names are not 
written; but, inthe original, it is paft tenfe, yeypanlar, were not 
written. By confidering this clanie, as being in the paft tenfe, 
we fhould naturally fuppofe it referred to fome time, and the ume 

is 


* The Scripture Doétrine of PrepesrinaTion, Evectiow, and 
RUEPROBATION, pr nted at Stockbridge in 3795. 
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is particularly expreffed, viz. were not written from the founda- 
tion of the world. 

2. Acomparifon of this paffage with the 8th verfe of the r7th 
chapter of Revelation, fully eftablithes the propriety of our expo~ 
fition of it. The verfe in the 17th chapier refers to ba fame beaft, 
and to the fame part of mankind which are mentioned in the 13th 
chapter, and was evidently defigned to be 4n explanation of thelat- 
ter. The verfe referred to is this, “* The beaft that thou faweff was, 
and is not; and fhall afcend out of the bottomle/s pit, and go inte 
perdition: and they that dwell on the earth frall wonder, (whofe 
names were not written in the book of life from the foundation 
of the world.) Here the fame phrafe occurs, and the original 
of thefe places is exactly the fame without any variation, except- 
ing the words the Lamb flain, which, in the latter pafflage, are 
left cut. The verb, in the 17th chapter, is tranflated in the paft 
tenfe, and we may clearly fee from the claufe, what ought-to0 be 
confidered, as being done from the foundation of the world, 

No candid and judicious perfon, after comparing thefe two paf- 
fages together, can fppofe that Chrift is ever called the Lamb 
flain from the foundation of the world, as has often been aflerted, 
This idea has arifen altogether from a wrong explanation of God’s 
word, and is without any foundation. We may as well fay, that 
the martyr Stephen was ftoned from the foundation of the world, 
as that Chrift was flain from the foundation of the world. In the 
fame fenfe, that Chrift was flain from thefoundation of the world, 
ave all had exiftence from that time. 





SULTON Rema 





The Pecutiar ADVANTAGES of Bexcan, ws a Field for 
Missions from GREAT-ERITAIN. 


[From the Misstonary MAGAZINE. ] 


HOSE whom prejudice does not blind, nor fyftem lead aftray, 
will congratulate the prefent age on the exertions it is be- 
ginning to make, in order to diffufe the higheft happinefs over the 
face of the whole earth. Ambition may be gratified by conqueit, 
and avarice by commerce, but certainly the religion of Jcfus is 
the beft gift which a Chriftian nation can beftow, anda Pagan 
nation can receive; and pious benevolence will feel infinitel 
greater fatisfaction in the communication of divine truth: to blind, 
guilty, and miferable idolaters. In es to propagate Chrif- 
tianity, it is of great importance to fele& the moft proper field, 
That perfons engaged in the work may know where it iss two in- 
quiries naturally prefent themfelves: Firft, in what country will 


Miffionaries find the greateft number of precious fouls to preach 
to! 
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to? And, fecondly, Will the planting of the gofpel among them be 
likely, from their relative firuatiog and connedtions, to havea 
powerful influence on, other nations around them, fo as mot 
ipeedily and effectually to fpread Chriftianity over the world, 
While piety fends iniffions to tribes and rezions detached trom the 
reft of mankind, and utterly unconneéted with them by focial in. 
tercourfe, it is hut juftice to fay, * your detign is laudable, and you 
may do much; one foul is of infinite value.’’ But we affign the 
prize ior the highe(t portion of wifdom to them who feleét a coun. 
try which forms a noble and promifing field of itfelf, and which, 
betides, prefents the profpe of diffuting the gofpel among popu- 
lous, extenfive, and civilized nations which furround it. If, im ad- 
dition to thele, there be fome connection by political bonds, and 
commercial relations, to mark out that place as the theatre of be- 
nevolent exertions, it poffefles ever quality that we can é‘ther 
expect or detire. A union of all thefe, with refped to Great. 
Britain, will be found in Bengal, apd flould recommend it as a 
field for miflions. 

The population is immenfe. Bengal; and the provinces bor- 
dering on it, which are Jixewife ynder the Britith government, 
contain more inhabitants than all our King’s dominions in Eu- 
yope. Whatan extentive field! whar an ample harveft! Twelve 
or fifteen millions of precious fouls, ignorant of the goipel of Je- 
fus Chrift, and perithing under Heathen idolatry | 

The flate of fociety is highly civilized, anda fairer opportu- 
nity for preaching the gofpel, shan can poMibly be found wherett 
isin a ruder form. And there are many large and populous cities 
where miffionaries may find thoufands to{peak to at once, and 
inore frequently than can be obtained in fequeftered villages. 

The minds of very many of the people are confiderably im- 
proved by the acquifition of knowledge, Reading is almoft as 
common among them as among us; and by being aceuftomed to 
difquifitions on literature and fcience, their capacities are enlarged; 
and they will be able more readily to underftand the doctries of 
the gofpel. Almoft all the nations to’ which the apoftle Pau 
preached, efpecially thofe to which he fent epiftles, were in a tt 
inilar ftate ot fociety; and we perceive the advantages of it. Some 
of his converts were qualified in a {hort {pace ot time to be paftors 
and bifhops of the churches which he had lately planted. “Phe Mo- 
ravians, for the fpace of more than thirty years after the com- 
mencenient of their miffion, did not think they could find cne from 
among all their rude converts in Greenland and America, who 
was fit to be entrufted with the paftoral office. 

‘There are many common principlrs received among the inlrabit- 
ants of Bengal, which will enable Chriflians to; reaion with them 
¢o greater advantage. Of this the Hiadoos have not a few. ae 
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facred books contain many excellent things concerning the 'per- 
fetions of the Deity ; and they believe the exiftence of morghevil, 


the neceffity of the expiation of fin, the. obligations. of, virtue, . 


and a ftate of rewards and punifhments. Amidit a vaft heap of 
idolatrous rubbifh and impure fuperitition, thefe principles are 
found ; although they too are defied. with unhallowed ‘mixtures, 
yet, as they give a Miffionary an entrance into the heart and con- 
icience, and furnifh him with powerful. arguments for confuting 
their errors, and eftablifhing the Chriftian verity, their. poflefion 
of them is highly to be prized,, A {till greater number of -thefe 
common principles the Mahometans hold. Bb iam aba 
The attachment of both the Adahometans and Hindeos-te 
their ancient /yflems 1s \efening every day. We have this infor- 
mation from the late Sir William Jones, one of the judges of that 
country, aname dear to literature, and 4 lover of the religion of 
Jefus. The Muffulmans in Hindoftan are ini general but little ac- 
quainted with théir fyftem, and by no means fo. zealous for itds 
their brethren in the ‘l'urkith and Pertian empires. . Befides, . they 
have not the ftrong arm of civil authority.to. erufh thofe who 
would convert them. Mr. Carey’s-letters feem to intimate the 
fame relaxation among the Hindoos..- This decay of: prejudice 
and bigotry will at leaft incline, them.to liften withamere pauence; 
and a milder temper, to the dogtrines and evidences.of the Chrif- 
tian religion. The degree of adhefion to, their cafts, which#ill 
remains, is certainly unfavourable, and muft beconfidered as.one 
of Satan’s arts to render men unhappy, but itis not infupeérable. 
‘The Roman Catholics. have gained myriads of converts from 
among them. The Danifh Miffionaries record their thoufands 
tov; and one * of the moft fuccefsful Mifionaries at prefent in the 
world, is labouring in the fouthern part of Hindoftan..,. Befides, 
a very confiderable nuinber who have thrown, afide their old fuper- 
ftition, and make a proteffion of the Chriftian religion, he:com- 
putes that, in the courfe of his miniftry, he-has been, the inftru- 
ment of favingly converting two thoufand perfons to the faith of 
Chritt. Of thefe, above five hundred are Mahometans ; the reft 
are fiom among the different cafls of the Hindoos. — In addition to 
thefe inftances, it is prgper to notice the attention which the 
Hindovus are paying to the two Baptift Miffionaries, and which 
gives a favourable fpecimen of their readinefs to liften to the 
preaching of the gofpel. If any fill fay, that the.cafts prefent in- 
fuperable obftacles, and will not allow. fads to bend their minds, 
and change their opinions, one thing more is recommended to their 
confideration, namely, that, in a perfon placed in the moft fa- 
vourable fituation that-can poffibly be cones iVeds and warily at- 
bacted tc the ecftel from education, fentiments, habits, mane 
Saiper, we 


* Mr. Swartz. 
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and confeience, before he can be a true convert; there is fome 
thing wafpeakably more difficult ta be overcome than the Arongeft 
adhercmee ts cafl, whith was ever felt by the moft bigotted 
Bramin. 
Lhe language of Bengal is fpokew over'a vaft extent of covn- 
try. The preacher on the coaft of Africa, in A:nerica, in Green- 
fand, who has learned the language of the Heathen, finds hisfelf 
eoniined to a few hundreds oF thoufands of miferable Pagans ; and 
when he coes beyond dhe narrow limits of his tribe, or horde, is 
a barbarian to the neighbouring nations: but the Miffionary who 
has learned the lanzuage of Bengal, will have more millions to ad- 
drefs than the others. can find hundreds or thoufands. Of what 
advantage tris is need not be faid. Without any additional trou- 
ble of learninz tongues, to how wide an extent may he carry the 
glad tidings of falvation! Aad a tranflation of the facred {criptures 
imto this wngue, will give millions an oportutiity of perufing a 
book, which is able to:make them wile unto falyatios, through 
faich, which is in Chrft-Jefus. 
Alchough the apoftles were not deterred by the profpect of dan- 
ger, 'or the fears of perfection, from preachiiy¥ the gofpel in any 
coumry to which they were fent; yet it is certainly to be confider- 
ed.as at addisonal recommendation of Bengal, that Mifionaries 
havethe fairef profpe®? of fafety aid protefion from che civil 
government. A ftrong prejudice has gotie abroad agaizft thedo- 
rainion of the Englifh-in that part of the world. However well 
toontded this might formerly have been, it is but jultice to fay, that 
‘ince che country was taken imto the hands of our cabinet, the 
people have nd to rejoice at excharigivig the tyranny of their 
oli Mahometan matters. and the oppreffion of the native Rajahs, 
for the government of Great-Britain, which is beyond comparifon 
dre att equitable, the milde®, and the beft in India. _Mahome- 
tans atid Hindoos live every where in peace and quict, and the Mit 
fionavics would find theméelves protected fromdanger. No exer- 
cife of civil authority do they need to give fuccefs to their efforts ; 
nor do they defire it, nor would they have it. But to enjoy the 
countenance of the magiltrate in the work, fo far as to be preferved 
from the effets of thofe private’ enmJties, and public tumults, 
whieh the foes of the gofpel would cherith in a country whete 
they thought the rulers would cither wink at, or encourage their 
oppofition to the doctrine and preachers of the gofpel, is certainly 
to be confidered as an eminent bleffing. 
Bur Beugal has a further recommendation as a fick! of Miffions 
than its populoufnels, its civilization, its attainments in fcience, 
many common pririciples of religion, the decay of attachment to 
okl fyftems, and the fatety and quict of the Miffionaries. If the 
gofpel were once planted, and tcok deep root in that ain 
there 
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there would be a p/eafns profpect of its being propagated through 


every part of Hindoftan. That immomfe rezion, it has’ been 
compuced, contains a hundred and twenty millions of inhabitants. 
Aad whardifciple of Jefus does not feel his peas aw with alt the 
ardour of holy zeal at che glorious profpect,. and enxioufly defing 
to fee the door opened to every apartment of that vatt habitation of 
fouls, and to have every inclofyre of that ample harvett fyppfied 
with labourers ! Should Bengal ever be converted to the faith of 
Chrift, the way is plain and eafy to every other province of the 
empire; aad if European Mifiionaries: dhould any where find 
difficulty of accefs, Mahometan and Hindoo. converts will be able 
to carry the gofpel into every part of it without any obftacle, and 
with every profpect of fuccefs. 

Benefits {till more extenfive may be expected from planting the 
gofpel in Bengal. The /:wation of that province, in refpect to ere 
mofi famous, civilized, and populous countries of the eaff, merits 
particular attention. By cafting the eye of Chriftian benevolence 
on the map of the world, with pleafing furprife, Bengal will be 
feen_placed in the center of the fouthern part of Afia, and pre- 
fenting on every fide the nobleft fields for miffions which are to 
be found on the face of the earth. China, that world of fouls in 
itfelf, is at no great diftance to the eaft, andanentrance into it may 
be more eafily obtained by Mifionaries from that quarter, than by 
the ufual channels of commerce. Thibet and Tartary, om the 
north, contain their millions. Beyond the ocean, Pertia. to the 
wet, calls for the confolation of the gofpel, to cheer them amidit 
the darknefs of Mahometan delufion; while the fwarthy fons of 
Pegu and Siam, inhabiting large and fertile countries on the fouth, 
invite the meflengers of peace to come and proclaim the glad tid- 
ings of life and immortality. A better, center of operations than 
Bengal, it is impoflible for the {piritual warrior to fix ov for ex- 
tending the kingdom of Jefus Chrift, and for crufhing the ufur- 
pations of Satan and of fin. 

Refleét, O difciple of Jefus! on what has been prefente: to 
thy view. The caufe of Chrift is uiy own caufe. Without deep 
criminality, thou canft not be indifferent of its fuccefs. Rejoice 
that fo dcfighful a field of miffions has been difcovered and exhi- 
bitel. Roufe thyfelf from the flambers of fpiritual-languor. Ex- 
ert thyfelf to the utmoft of thy power; and let confcience be able 
to teftify, without a doubt, even at the tribunal of Jetus Chralt, 
tf Miffionaries are not [peedily fent to preach the glorieus go/- 


pel in Benzal, it fhall not be ewing to me. 
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Mr. Thomas's laft Converfation with the Braumans, beford 
bis Return to ENGLAND, 1792. 


N the month of January, 1792, I was returning from 

a journey on the river Ganges, and expected by one 
more tide to reach Calcutta; but the tide flowing fooner 
than I expected, I was obliged to come to about feven or 
eight miles fhort of that place. It was about the middle 
of the day, and dinner not being quite ready, I thought 
to take a folitary walk on fhore. On landing, I faw no 
town er village near, but, converfing with a poor native, 
I underftood [ was within. half a mile of a Hindoo college, 
where two famous Pundits,* and feveral ftudents, the 
Brahmans, refided. I immediately determined to go and 
pay them a vifit, and the poor man directed me, pointing 
at a large grove of trees, among which they all dwelt. As 
I advanced, I propofed to myfelf to go among them as an 
inquirer, and to fay little or nothing to them direétly like 
a teacher. On my arrival at one of the outer dwellings, 
I met with an elderly Brahman, who afked me, what I did 
there? and, while I was fatisfying him, another Brahman 
€ame up, of a more open countenance and intelligent man- 
ner, with whom I began to converfe, not without pleafure. 
I told him I had in my heart one very great anxiety, that 
I myfelf was a finner, that I had but a little time to flay in 
this world, and when | fhould die, my foul would depart 
to heaven, or hell, and dwell! there for ever and ever. 
You are a Brahman, faid I; can you tell me what to do 
to efcape the wrath to come, obtain forgivenefs of fins, 
and admittance into heaven? He replied, you mu& give 
to the poor. I thanked him, and afked how much I ought 
to give, fo that I might be fure, and not fail of efcaping 
that wrath, and obtaining this felicity. He then faid, I 
muft give one-fourth of all that I poffeffed. But, faid ], 
Brahman, if all I poffefs fhould amount to four rupees 
only, (viz. four half-crowns), then, by giving one rupee 
tothe poor, fhall I certainly efcape hell? Can I obtain 
heaven for one rupee? Here the poor Brahman felt him- 


{elf involved in an unexpected dilemma: for it is by no 
means 


* Pundits, Learned Doétors. 
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frieans a notion among them that many will get to heaven. 
I defired him to {peak again, and he then directed me to do 
holy deeds; but when we came to difcufs the quantity and 
quality of thofe deeds, he abruptly broke off, at the dread 
of another dilemma, and faid, he would take me to the 
college juft by, where the Pundits and more able Brahmans 
would anfwer me better than he could. The buildings 
are of mud-walls, covered with ftraw, and furrounded with 
cocoa-nut and other trees, which made a pleafant grove, 
and ajrded an agreeable fhade. Their*feveral houfes 
are ali round about it, at different diftances. As you ftand 
oppofite the front of it, you fee.a large open fhade, con~ 
fiderably raifed, where the Pundits give leffons to their 
ftudents every morning: on each fide ts a row of tolas, or 
cottages, joined to each other, all exactly alike, and thofe 
are habitations for the ftudents, who come from diftant. 
countries, and partake of the bounty allowed by the Ra- 
jahs,* or other perfons who contribute to their ee wn 
On our arrival there, they feemed to have heard of my 
coming, for the ftudents poured out from their tolas ‘on 
each fide, and afiembled themfelves under the large fhady - 
trees; thither they brought mats, and fpread them under- 
neath the fhade for the Brahmans to fit on; a. chair alfo 
‘was brought for me, and they all fatdown. After alittle 
time, one of the venerable Pundits appeared, and ail rofe 
up to receive him; fome paid him homage by“proitrating 
themfelves at his feet, and others, who perhaps had already 
feen him on that day, offered him lefs tokens of wvenera- 
tion and refpect: all now waited for my taking my feat, 
but I profeffed to honour my elders, and requefted the 
Pundit to take his feat firt. At this they were the more 
altonifhed, becaufe it is not the cuftom of Europeans to 
fuffer natives to be feated in their prefence. After much 
perfuafion, the Pundit feated himfelf in the front of the 
Brahmans. I then took my chair, and all the Brahmans 
were feated on the mats, in the fame pofition which our 


tailors commonly ufe at their work. I now began to re- 
hearfe the queftions and converfation that.had pafied 
Vol. II. No. 6. H between 


* Rajaks, Pagan Princes, great officers of fate, 
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between m2 and the Brahman I brouzht with me, to which 
they liftered with all avidity: I then afked them, whag [ 
could do to obtain the great ends in queftion? Some faid, 
I ought to apply myfeif to the name of God: by this they 
mean, mare or lefs, that I fhould perform the Zoap,. 
which cohfits im its greateft latitudes of pronouncing the 
fiame of God millions of times, without {peaking any 
other word; and fome whom I know have continued this 
vain repetition for whole days and nights together, till 
their mental faculties have been deranged. I rep!igd after 
this manner, How can the infinitely great and holy One 
be pleafed to hear his name fo often pronounced from thefe 
polluted lips? I inquired, if the Supreme Being was 
wife and good; to which they yielded ready affirmatives. I ° 
then fixed my eye on one of the neareft Brahmans, and 
aiked him, if he had any fons? he faid he had. When 
ever you fhall return home, faid I, fuppofe your fon was 
fo come running to meet you, and falling down af your 
feet, fhould cry out, Peta, Peta, Peta, Peta,* inceffantly, 
without ever faying another word, what would you think 
of him? I fhould think, faid he, that he was become 
foolifh. So 1 fear, faid 1, would the wife and good One, 
if I was, in the fame manner, to call over his holy and 
reverend name. 

I continued my inquiries, and they direéted me to wafh. 
in the river Ganges,+ and the water of tha¢ facred river 

would 

* Peta, fignifies Father. 

+ Ganges. By comparing what different writers have faid of this 
famous river of the hither India, in Afia, we learn, that it is in great 
efteem among the natives, not only for the long courfe it runs, the 
depth of its feveral channels, and the purenefs of its ftreams, but 
from the fanétity of its waters, which they perfuade themfelves have 
an eficacy to wafk away all fia. This river is in a manner lined with 
their facred pagodas, or temples, and at certain feftivals there has been 
a concourfe of an hundred thoufand people, who come to bathe in if. 
They pay their devotion to itas a God, and carry their friends from 
diftant countries to make their exit on its fhores, and as they die, 
heave them into the middle of it. The createft felicity that many of 
the Indians wifh for, is to die in this river. They deem the perfoa 
happy who terminates his exiftence upon its margin; and even. felict- 
tate that family, an individual of which has been drowned in its 


ftream. The Hindoos, at the point of death, if near this facred ri- 
ver, will, with the utunoft compofure, défire to be carried out, that 
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would cleanfe away fin. I afked them fuch queftions as 
thefe: Does not fin, according to the Shafters, defile and 
darken the mind? If fin was taken away, would there 
not be a great clfange of mind, as from light to darknefs, 
and mifery to happinefs? and then would not the renewed 
enjoy {weet communion with the Supreme, who is all 
light? Can wafhing the body cleanfe away pollution of 
mind? Do you yourfelves, when you wath in the Ganges 
daily, find this great change? Do you go down iyto the 
water #ith'a mind darkened by fin, and come up with a 
mind enlightened of the Ganges? It is difficult for m 
to exprefs their utter confufion and aftonifhment; for, 
ws probable, they had never before heard any of thefe 
things queftioned. But their candour allowed them to 
{peak freely againft their own experience, which immedi- 
ately reflected the condemnation of their own doctrines. . 
Others directed me to worfhip the gods. I then in- 
quired, if it was written in their Shafters, that without 
faith no worfhip or ceremony could be acéeptable to God? 
They faid, yes:—then, faid 1, my worfhip and ceremo- 
nies can never be accepted, for I have none of that which 
you call faith—no Cait *—no faith—how fhall I worfhip 
—how fhall I be accepted? The queftion then was, 
whether or no I could obtain faith, and how? Faith, 
: they 
they may expire on its banks; and it is common, on the neat ap- 
proach of diffolution, to requeft that their afhes may be put into aa 
urn, and given to the Ganges. And hence thefe circumftances form 
a confpicuous part of the congratulations given to furvivors. 

One part of a Shanfcrit infcription, tranflated by Charles Wilkins 
Efg. at Calcutta, in 1785, may be confidered as an inftance. “ Sar- 
dola Varna, a prince who difplayed the enfign of royalty in facrifice, 
and fubdued the world by an infinite renown, gratified the hopes of 
relations, friends, and dependents, and honour was atchieved /rem 
the deed of death, NEAR THE UPRISING OCEAN ;—an expreflion this 
which is interpreted of his being carried to Ganga Sagar to die. 

The reafon of this aftonifhing veneration is, ** becaufe they ima- 
gine the Ganges does not take its fource from the bofom of the earth, 
but defcends from heaven into the paredife of Devendre, and from 
thence into Hindoftan. Many of the Jews and ancient Chriftians 
believed this river to be the Pifon, one of the four mentioned in f¢rip- 
ture (Gen. ii.) as the boundaries of the terrefirial paradife. Eucyclo- 
pedia Britannica. 


* Caft, fignifies order or tribe. 
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they faid, was obtained by reading the Vedas; but, faid 
I, the words of the Vedas are reputed fo holy. that if any 
man fhould read them who is not a Brahman, it would be 
his fin; [am not a Brahman, neither can I become a Brah- 
man if I would give ten thou/and worlds.  Befide, faid I, 
do you bélieve the words of Judifteer?* O! yes, cer- 
tainly, certainly, faid they, from every quarter. Now, 
Juaditteer is a very great character in their grand poem, 
the LL be habharot,+ and fome think the account there given 
of aaien't is a mutilated tradition of Jefus Chrift. Be that 
as it may, they fay of him in this poem, that he was not 
born by ordinary generation, but of Dhormo, the Holy 
One: That when he was born, all the hills of the earth 
were enlightened: That, while a child, fome great king 
fought his death: That, as he grew up, he went about 
doing good, end diffufing bleflings wherever he came: 
7v hat 1 he had feveral younger brethren, who had not the 
knowledge of the Holy like him; and on a certain day, 
his mother fent one of her younger fons to fetch water 
from a tank, or pool: on his coming to the tank, he faw 
Dhormo, the Holy One, fitting on the water’s-edge, in 
fhape of a bird. Dhormo, afked him four queftions; the 
laft and the chief of them was, Which is the way to hea- 
ven? The lad faid he could not tell. Dhormo then 
ferbade him to take water, till the queftion was anf{wered. 
But he, prefuming, went to take water, and fell down dead. 
The mother finding her fon did not return, fent another, 
and the fame things happened to him; fhe fent them all, 
one after another, except Judiiteer, and they all dicd in 
the fame manner; laft of all the fent Judifteer; when he 
came, he readily anfwered all the queftions; and to this 
queition, Which is the way to heaven? he anfwered thus: 
viz. Veda Bibkinna, the Vedast ore difccrdant, contradi@ory, 
one 
* Judif ver. “* Jadifleer” (whofe name is commonly written Yud- 
hitht'hir by Sir William Jones ) “is the eldeft of the five brothers, 
whote fortunes and exploits are the leading fubje& in the Mahabharit,” 
a beautiful Indian drama. Sir William Chambers. 
+ Maha is grest—Bharet is fong or poem, 1 am not fure which. 
t Veda. Ved is a Shanferit forme, by which the Hindoos deno- 


minate the books of the law of their religion. This word is written 
by the Tanialians, or Malabars, Vedam, and called Bed by the 
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one directs this way to heaven, another that. Shreeteo 
Bibbinua; the Shafters* are alfo difcordant. _Naafbo moneer- 
jufoea muttong nabbinna, none of the rules of the ancients, 
but what are difcordant. Dbormufbeea tuttung nibrreetung 
goohoinga. The way to heaven is different from all thefe. 
Maba zona zano Gotufbeea Pontha, the path which the great 
perfon walks in, that’s the way. Judifteer having fully 
replied, Dhormo was we!! pleafed: in token of which, 
his brothers were all reftored to life, who taking water, 
all went home with him. Now, Brahman, faid [, I atk 
you the way to heaven? you direct to the Vedas: Judif- 
teer fays the Vedas are difcordant. Nothing that is dif- 
cordant could ever come from God, you know. I afk 
you the way to heaven? and you direct me to the fayings 
of the Shaiters; but Judifteer fays, the way to heaven is 


different from all thefe: which am I to believe, you or - 


Judifteer? You cannot be both right. Here they ex- 
preffed their wonder, how I came to be acquainted with 
what was written in their Shafters, and they knew not 
what to fay, but continued to declare, they never faw or 
heard of the like. Another queftion arofe, concerning 
who this Maha Zoan could be. Some faid God, but I 


objected, he was never called Zoan, or a perfon, in their 
' Shafters: 


Bengalees, who have, in effect, no v in their alphabet (1.) . The Ve- 
das are of Shanfcrit compofition, in Nagari charaéters, and are very 
numerous, but were reduced to four by Vvyata, who is fuppofed to 
have feleéted from them every information that is neceflary for man. 
The Hindoos confider them as the fountain of all knowledge, hu- 
man and divine. They are divided into the three general heads of «works, 
faith, and worftip ; and, if they may be judged of by that compendium 
of them which is called Upanifat, they abound with noble fpeculations 
in metaphyfics, and fine diicourfes on the being and attributes of 
God. Colonel! Polier, a great collector of Indian antiquities poffeffes 
a complete copy of all the four Vedas, in 11 large volumes. (2.) 

+ Shafters. Thefe are commentaries on the Vedas. ‘ The word 
Sattra, derived from a root fignifying to ordain, means generally an 
ordnance, 2nd particularly a /acred odinance, delivered by infpiratioa : 
properly, therefore, this word is applied only to /acred literatyre.” 

Sir William Jones. 

(t) Dew’s Differtations. 

(2) Differtations relating to Aka, by Sir Wiliam Jones, and others. 
8va, 1792, vol. i. p. 27, 115, 185. vol. ii. p. 4, 98, 104, 107, and 
Z10. 
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Shafters: others faid it muft mean any holy man. I afk. 
ed, if ever they heard of a holy man who walked dif. 
ferently from the Vedas and all ro Shatters? T hey faid 
no. Befides, 1 fatd, it was the fuperlative term Lait ufed, 
and could not be applied to any but One. I could ne 
longer withhold, but aow began to unfold to them the 
word of God, which, at fundry times and places, and in 
divers manners, was fent to m:n in paft ages by the pro- 
phets: I particularly fpoke of the prophecies of the Great 
One that was to come, of the time, the tribe, the place, 
“y oe the manner of his coming; of his conception, his 
rth, my fterious perfon, miracles, life, death, refurrection, 
and afcen ifion, and of his fhedding down the’ Holy Ghoft 
in the firft times; and of his giving that reft and peace, 
which pafeth all underfianding, to poor finners, even te 
this day, of whom I myfelf was one; and that he does 
fo in all parts of the earth, wherever his favin ng heaith 
and holy mame is known. 

lt would not be an eafy work to defcribe theie affecting 
emotions of mind, which they all along exprefied in dif- 
Fervent ways: Some ran and climbed up the cocoa-nut 
trees, gathered the nuts, and broke the fhell, that i might 
drmk the fweet water out of them, (God Almighty 
erant that | may*break the fhell to many of them, that 
they may drink of living waters out of the inexhauftible 
fountain in Chrift); others brought f{weatmeats, fruit, 
milk, and the like, and laid them all at my feet, faying, 
rt would be their fin to fuffer me to go away and not eet, 
for the day was now declining: we had been fix hours and 
‘upwards in converfation, and I began to take leave; but 

they continued to follow me even down to the boat; 
there I fhewed them a Bini, the firft they ever faw,; end 
I reminded them of a faying in their Shefters, That all 
nations of the earth fhould one day become of one Caft, 
and one religion; they afiented: alfo, that there fhould 
come a little book, and eat up all their great books.* 
Yes, they all knew this faving to be common: then hold- 
ing up a Bite of Pafham’s edition,.1 faid, THis is the 
little bock, Tu1s 18 THE Boox or Gop. I alfo pleafed 
them 


* Their Shafers are very voluminous. 
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them very much, by fhewing them a part of it traniated 
into their own language, and by affuring them of- the 

awful and pheafi Ww effects this book will thortly have upon 
all nations of the earth. The evening cams.on, and we 
puted. . Never, metliinks, did a people fhew more reluc- 
tance to part with a man, who'was a total ftranger , they 
ftood on the fhore, waiting and looking as long as they 
could fee me and the boat. Not long after, | failed for 
England, but this is one of the firft places I intend to 
viftt (G21 willing) when I retura. 





eres ST or 


REPLY TO LITERARY CRITICISM. 


N No. IV. vol. ii. p..295, there is a picee, entitled, Literary 

Critici{m. The piece which is the fubject of criticifm, is a 
differtation, entitled, Zhe Fuftice of God in threatening, Sc, 
The author of the differtation will not call in queftion the candour 
of the critic, nor enter particularly ito the jtthice of the criticifims. 
He is willing to allow, that fome of them are ju; but he ig not 
fo clear as to every particular. But he has not fach an opinion of 
his abilities as a critic, as to think it incumbent on him to fill up 
the Magazine, which is dedicated to theological difquifitions, with 
making or unmaking critical remarks on ftile, yet he will endea- 
vour to profit by fuch important remarks as other perfons are 
pleafed to: make. 

As to the critical femarks which are made, on the laft argu- 
ment in the differtation, to prove the juftice of God in threaten- 
ing and inflicting endlefs punithment on finners, he will venture to 
make a few obfervations in defence of the argument. Thea 
ment is this, that endlefs punifhment is tuft, becau'e it is nee icy 
to exprefs God's feelings towards fin; or is proportioned to thoté 
feelings. The argument proceeds on this ground, that if it be 
juft, that God fhould feel as he rea! iy does towards fin, it isjuft 
that he fhould treat the firmer in foch a mannér, or infiét orf hina 
fuch a punifhmentas fhall expre/s and manifeft thofe feclings. 

It was further obfer ved, in iiluftration of the argument, thar 
God’s oppofition to fin is perfeét, 8c. &c. On, which the cfitic 
obferves, that if God’s oppotition to fia be perfeét, and it be necef- 
fary that ponithinent be extended fo far, as to exprets fuch oppé- 
fition, then it is evident, that the punifhment of exe fin ought to 
be as great as that of another, yez, as gfeat as of a million of fins. 
However evident this might ap; car to the author of the criticifm, 
it is not fo evident, perhaps, to-others. The critic will doubrlefs 
adinit, 
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admit, that although God’s feelings toward all fins is the farrie ig 
kind, and chat his oppofition to every fin is perie&, fo far as fin 
extends, yet that fome fias, on account of their aggravations and 
magaiale, are really more hateful than other fins are; becaufe 
they are more Anful, and have aiore of that belonzinz to them, 
wich God hates and oppofes. If chis be the cafe, then it is fair. 
able, ciita higher degree of oppotition thould be exercifed and 
miiaifeited, in fome inftances, than in others, and fo a higher de. 
gree of puaithment. Coatequeatly, one fin does not deferve, og 
that princip'e, fo high a degree of punithment as a million. Per. 
haps the author of the critcifm underflood the writer of the dif- 
feriation (when he faid, God’s oppofition to fin is prrfe@,) w 
mean, that God’s holinefs leads him to feei the fame degree of op- 
pofition to a fng/e finful exercife, however jow in degree, as to- 
wards the aggregate or /um total of all the fin which has been, or , 
ever will be committed to the end of time. If fo, his candour bas 
mifled him. The author of the differtation fuppofed, that God’s 
holinefs would lead him to hate fin perfectly ; that is, that he is 4 
totally oppofed to fin. But then, as fin exiits in various degrees, . 
fo God’s oppofition, as to the degree of it, and as particular fins 
are refpeCted, will vary ; and contequently different expreffions of 
it, ip different cafes, will be neceflary. Some exeicites, as they 
arc not fo aggravatedly finful as other exercifes are, do not re- 
quire the fa:ne degree of punithment, to exprefs God’s oppotition 
or difpleafure. 

The author of the criticifm does not undertake to fay, whe- 
ther it be juft or not, for God to threaten and execute fucha pu- 
nifhment, as will exprefs his feediags toward iin; but he mits 
upon it, that if this be a rule, that all fin do deferve the /ame pu- 
nifhment, arw) that one fin deferves as great a punifh.nent as amil- 
lion. When he can make it appear, that God’s oppoiition to every 
inftance of tranfgreffion is the fame in degree—that it is the 
fame in degree towards one fin as towards all po/ible degrees of 
fin, then his confequence will follow. But this we wait to fee 
demonttrated. If, on the contrary, it be true, that although God 
does perfectly oppofe and hate tin, yet, that his hatred is pro- 
portioned to the finfulnefs of fin; and that fome fins or -exer- 
cifes are more, and fome lefs finful, it is believed it will follow 
as a coufequence, that all fins do not merit the faine punith- 
ment; and fo, that it will not follow from the principle fet up in 
the argument, that the fame punifhment in degree, mult be in- 
flied oy the finner for every tranfgreffion ; and mucl: lefs, that 
ene fin merits the fame punifhment as a million do. 

The criticifm evidently proceeds on the idea, that oppofing fin 
perfettly, does not admit of degrees of oppofition, as particular 


fins are refpected, and when compared-with one another ; — 
that 
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Yhat all fins muft be oppofed and hated in the fame This 
is doubdlefs true, fo far as fin, iv its mature, is refpected; but as 
there are different degrecs of finfulnefs predicable of different ex- 
ercifes, fo there will be different degrees of oppdfition and hatred. 
dt it be the mature of fin, which God hates and dppofes, for the 
fame reafon that he oppofesdin at all, for the felf dame reafon will 
he oppofe a million of fins, other things being equal, a million de- 
rees more than he will appote ene fia ; vist fame kind of fin- 

ful exerciic, under different civcusmftances, may arb arte | 
more difpleatiag than under other cir¢umftances; i may 
he uofpeakably more fxfu/. And fo punifhments, according to 
the principle and rule fet up in the argument, maybe and neceffa- 
rily will be varied as to the degree of them, although not as to 
their duration. 3 | 

The criticifm is concluded, with an attempt to thow, that fee/- 
ing is no rule to determine how great punifhments ought to be. 
Nothing, however, is advagced in pred of it, except by referring 
the reader to the faslacious and wayufi feelings of men. It will be 
granted, that the impenfeé? and erroneous feelings of legiflators, or 
of gaod men, is s0 rule to determine, what punifhment particular 
fins do merit ; or one kind of fin, when campared with another. 
Yet itis infifted on, that the perfeAly ju/? and equitable feelings of 
KGod, are a gopd and perfed rule. ' And, as the feelings of God 
are perfedtly juft, fo t is perfectly confittent with suffice, that 
4uch ia saplliaeda thould be threatened and executed, as thail ex- 
prefs them. Andas it isthe delign of God, in his adminiftration, 
to manifest himfelf, and to exprefs his own feelings, fo we may 
fately-conclude, that punifiiments will be fuch, and thatju/fice re- 
quires they thoyld be fuch, as to exprefs God's real feelings and 
oppofition to fin. 

Itis.not pretended, that God’s eppofition to fin is that in which 
the demerit of fin does properly conlift ; yet itis fuppofed, in the 
differtation, that itis the proper meafure of its demerit. And itis 
fuppofed, ‘that the oppotition ef God to fin, isa good rule, by 
which to determine, what punithment is jaftly due to fin; for 
God’s oppofition to fin is perfectly juft, and exprefive of its rea} 
dement. The reafons why vvaidisnath fhould exprefs God's op- 
potion to fin, are ftated in the differtation. 





ANECDOTE OF A CABIN BOY. 


S Mr. Cox, one of the DiveGtors of the London Miffionary 

Society, was one day walking in the fiycets, he was met 

by a very fine-looking boy, about fourteen years of age, who, 

topping him, faid, * Pray, Sir, have not you fome manage- 
ment in the fhip that is going out with the Miffionaries?”” * 

Ihave, my young man,” faid Mr. Cox, ‘“ I thould like very 
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much, Sir, to go out withher.as Cabin boy.”” ** Would’ you,” 
faid Mr, Cox, ** have you any parents?” “ I have a mother,” 
faid the boy, “ but no father.’’. ** Aad is — mother willing 
you thoukl go?” “ Ovyes, Sir, very wiiling.”’ Mr. Cox then defired 
the boy co call at his hodfe, and to bring his mother along with 
him, that the might fpeak, for herfelf. At the time appointed, 
the boy and his mother came, who having declared her willing. 
nefs that her fon fhould go, tie matter was accordingly fettled. In 
the courfe of the converfation, a gentleman prefent, in. order to 
try the boy, faid to him.‘ Se you with. to-go to-fea ?” “ Yes, 
Sir, in the Miffionary thip.’” * And you can {wear a good round 
hand, I fuppofe?”” Shocked at the very idea ot fuch a thing, the 
ingenuous litle fellow burft into tears, and. exclaimed, “ Jf £ 
thought there would be {wearing aboard at all,. E would not 
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Od/fervatians on “* A Brief Difertation on Lukeix: 24.” p. 20% 
vol, ii. 97 the Theological Magazine. 


« For whafoever will fave his Life fhall lofe it: but whofoever 
will lofe his Life for my fake, the fame fall fave it.” 


HE author of the Differtation attempts to prove: from this 
paffage, that ‘* the Chriftian temper implies a willingnefs to 
lote, (or give up) eternal life for Chrift’s fake, or if his glory re- 
quires it.”” His argument is briefly this: That the lite whicha 
man fhall lofe for Chritt’s fake, is the faine which he fhall fave; 
and that the life promifed.in the laft claufe of the verfe is eternal 
life: hence he concludes, that the Chriftian muft be willing to give 
up eternal life for Chrift’s fake. 

But how does he prove that the life which a man fhall lofe is the 
fame which he fhall fave? Becaufe, fays he, ‘ to fuppofe other- 
wife, would be that quibbliag with words which is inadmiffible 
in the facred writings.’”” - Yet, with refpe& to the life in the for- 
mer claufe, which a man woul fave, though he had-afferted it to 
be the fame which he fhall lofe, he atterwards gives up that point, 
and makes as much difference between the one and the other as 
there is between the fhadow and the fubftance, and fees no quib- 
bling in the cafe. Now, if he will but allow as much, or even 
much lefs difference between the life that a man fthall lofe for 
Carift’s fake, and that which he fhail fave, his conclufion will 
not follo:. 

What he conceives will render his conclufien “ {till more evi- 
dent isy that the expreflions, wi// fave his life, and will lofe his 
life for Chrif’s fake, are defigned to hold up a perfeét contraft of 
characters.” Now, the thing that this obfervation makes “ evi- 
dene” 
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dent’ isy that the author of the differtation, either never confulted 
the “text in the original, or did not underftand it. He has,read it 
in the Englith tranflation, and becaufe he there finds the fimilar 
expreffions, wi//] fave, and will /ofe; he thence concludes, that 
thefe are equally declarative of the wi//ingne/s of the perfons-to 
whom they are applied refpectively. ‘* It is too erst fays he, 
“ to need any proof, that the charaéer of him who wii! fave his 
life, in the fenfe of the text, is put in contraft with him who wi// 
/ofe his life for Chnift’s fake.” But to one who underftands the 
Greek, it is ‘* obvious” that there is no fagh contraft in the téxt, 
The words ftritly tranflated are, in tiie former part of the verfe, 
** he who defreth to fave his life ;” im the latter, -** But he who 
lofeth, or may /ofe, his lite for Chrift’s fake.” 

If then, according to this writer, the life which a man fhall 
lofe for Chrift’s fake be the fame which he (hall fave, and if that 
he eternal life, the conclufion which muft neceflarily follow is 
very different from that which he has drawn; it is fimply this, that 
he who {hall actually perifh eternally, fhall really be faved eter- 
nally ; which, | believe, would be a newer, though not a much 
more wonderful difcovery in divinity, than that which our author 
has made. . 

Againft this new fentiment, however, as well as againft that 
which this writer has advanced, there lies an objection which I 
know not how he would be able to anfwer, that is, that the word 
pfuche, rendered /ife in the text, is no where in the New Tefta- 
iment applied to eternal life, but eonfined folely to ihe life of the 
body; and that whenever any kind of fpiritual or eternal life is 
fooken of, the word x¢e is always employed. 

I fhould have thought this text as little liable to be «nifunderftood 
as any inthe Bible. Its plain meaning is, that he who is fo much 
afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do, as to be willing to fave his bodily life at the expence 
of his religion, fhall lofe all true enjoyment of that life, when 
both foul and body fhall be deftroyed in hell, which is the fecond 
death: but, on the other hand, he who fuffers martyrdom for 
Chrift’s fake, fhall be reflored to the enjoyment of his bodily life, 
with unfpeakable advantage, at the refurreétion of the juft, when 
che fhall be put in poffeffion of eternal felicity. 4 
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REVIEW OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


“ A Differtation concermug Liberty and Neceffity, containing. 
Remarks on the Effays of Dr. Samuel Wel, and on the, 
Writings of feveral other Authors, on igke Subjects, by Fox 
nathan Edwards, D..D. Printed at Worcefter. 


ROM the high repetation of Dr, Edwards, as an indefati~ 
gable ftudent, and clofe reafoner, on fubjeéts of an abftrufe 
asxl metaphyfical narore, [ was led to enter om the perufal of thi: 
book, with uncommon avidity. My curiofity was heightensd by. 
the frequent intiniations | had received, that Dr. Weft's perform- 
aces were viewed by his friends as.an unanfwerable vindication 
of the Armiman fchemne of felf-determination and contingence, im: 
oppotition to the fcheme of moral néceflity, as maintained by Pres 
fident Edwards. The perufal I finithed without the leaft difap. 
pointment. Few productions, I believe, on fubjects.of this na. 
tare, contain, in fo fimall.a compafs, more inftruction, or lefs fuper- 
fluous matter. The diftinétions made, are to me clear, and the 
arguments cogent. Not only the oatworks, but the ftrong hold. 
the fancied unaffiilable citadel of Dr. Weft, feems to me to be 
utterly demolifhed, If defence is yet made, it muft be, not by re- 
pairs, but by new armour. 


Dogtor Edwards has divided his differtation into eight chapters, 


which treat on the following fubjeéty. 


1. Of Natural, andmoral Neceffity and Inability. 

2. Of Libarty. 

3. Of Selt-derermination. 

4. Of Motives, ars their Influence. 

s. Whether Volition be an Ejteét, and have a Caufe ? 

6. Of Foreknowledge, and the Certainty and Neceffity implied 
mi it. 

7. Objections canfidered. 

8. The Objection confidered, that Moral Neceflity implies, 

that God is the Author of Sin. 

The important and fyftematic conne€tion of thefe fubjects, every 
{nquifitive mind will readily perceive. They involve queftions 
which have been agitated by the greateft divines and philofophers 
in every age ; but which have been obfcured by inaccurate defint- 
tions, by the confufion of indeterminate ideas, and by that falla- 
cious kind of reafoning, which fubtticutes declamation for argu- 
ment, which initicutes falfe hypothefis, and draws illigitimate con- 
fequences from allowed, or difallowed premifes. Doster Ed. 
wards, we believe, has difincumbered thefe fubjeQts of much 
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ihis dbfeurity: By framing, and clofely- adhering to a¢curate de- 
fmitisas and diftinctions, he furmounts every difficulty, fubftan- 
trates his fyftem, fhews its confiftency, and deteSts the fophift 
of thofe whole opinions he examines. The authors, on wh 
writings-he animadverts are, Archbifhop Sharpe, Doétors Clarke, 
Reid, Price, and Weft. “Fhe writings of thofe gentlemen, it ig 
known, have had great celebrity aay. Armin‘an world. Bat, 
however learned ar ingenious they may have been eftimated, it is. 
moft evident, that the radical principles om which they attempt to 
fupport the fame fyftem, diffolve iike the fnow eilid the folar 
rays, before the fervid blaze of truth, as it ishere managed, To 
prefent any extract from this piece can be of no great utility. He 
who would form a juft idea of it, muft read it. -Pleafing it is to 
find this book, and late publications in general, fo free trom that 
perfonal afperity which, froma cynical hemour, -or ap affe@a- 
tion of wit, has been too apt to intinuate itfelf into: polemic writ-: 
ings. 





* Calvinifm improved; or the Gofpel illuftrated, as a Syftem. 
of Grace, iffuing in the Salvation of all Men.” 1 ales 
mous Work of the late Rev. Fofeph Huntington, D. D. — 


WE have feen the Do@rine of the final Salvation of all Men,. 
argued by Relly, Petitpierre, Newton, Chauncey, Smith, Win- 
chefter, and have heard Murray, and feveral others preach. 
Thefe potent champions of this do¢trine, fo delicious to the carnal 
lieart, have been beaten off their ground, as faft as they came on. 
To perpetuate, if poffible, the exiftence of the tottering fabric, 
and maintain a defperate caufe, Dr. Huntington comes up in the 
rear. Confident in his fuperior dexterity of defence, in his difpaf- 
fior«ce examinations, and nnmenfe erudition, he preffes. forward, 
fluffed with ideas of certain fuccefs. He is zealous, and if he 
fails of his point, be may, with fome confolation, whatever his 
fiate of fenfibility is, aie the felf-applauding language of the 
Irera of the Mantuan Bard, when retreating froma di t fort.of, 
yet quite as pious, a conflict, 

“ Si Pergama dextra 
Defendi poffent, etiam has defenfa fuiffent.” 
But poor man! like his precurfors in this unfortunate race, he: 
makes a blufter, fcampers a litle way, tumbles mto thedir, iw 
befineated, and that is all. How unhappy! that a Door in Di- 
vinity, who has been fo laborious, and inquifitive im his ftedy, 
makes fo little a figure as a writer and a divine, before the world ? 
To be qualified to fupport «a new theory, he thould, at leaft, have 
learnt his grammar, What! ‘tobe fogreata {cholar as to write in- 


direly cx kathedra, to make a pother about critieiims in- Hebrew, 
Greek, 
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Greek, and Latin, to have read of all the eminent writers, fron 
tuftin Martyr to Jofeph Prieftley, and to be able to fay, wiik the 
air of a great mafter, * If the Limitarians could be difpofed to 
think, ftudy, and read, as much on this point as the writer hath 
done for many years paft, &c. and yet be, chargeable with fuch 
exprefhons, * ia which fomething like a flood of light poured into 
the world,”—* wall /e¢ on our hearts” —** the devil with all that 
pertains to him, natural and moral, are as wholly.” How ftrange! 
Dr. Huntimgton, it feems, could never preach confcientiouf) 
vpon any other plan, than that of keeping the law and gofpel rd 
fide by fide, that the law fhould have nothing at all threatening in 
it. Whar a pity « is, that a Door in Divinity fhould have 
preached thirty years, and never have been underftood? It is an 
old Latin adage indeed, ** Nil de mortuis nifi bonum.” And we 
feel fome difpofition to tendernefs; but 2 regard to truth, and 
theological literature obliges us to fay, that there is not frequently 
brought into public view, fo forry a inefs of feeble reafoning, . in- 
digefted hypothefis, tedious repetitions, and groundiefs conftruc- 
vions ef biblical texts, and of the Calviniftic theory, as is contained 
in this hook. , It bad been much for the pofthumous reputation of 
the writer, not only as a good man, butas a fcholar, if this work 
had never found its way into a printer’s office. If any of the friends 
ef truth are apprehentive, that this werk will do any extenfive 
mifchicf, they are certainly difturbed by a falfe alarm. ‘They who 
are incapable of putting ideas together in any connected fyftem, 
and are withal determined before hand, to be Univerfalifts, may 
{wallow the whole of it. But fuch perfons are down already, and 
can get no fajl. 





“© The DoGrina of Exernal Mifery_reconcileable with the inf- 
nite Benevolence of God, anda Truth plainly afferted in the 
Chrifiiam Scriptures.’ By Nathan Swong, Paffor of the 
North Prefoyterian Church in Hartford. 


THE fubje& of this book is highly interefting. The difcuf- 
fon ot it involves the difcuffion of the moft material points in Chri 
tian Theology. ‘Uhat the author of the Univerfe is a being of in- 
finite benevolence, has been generally'and almoft univerfally con- 
ceded. From this. radical principis; either rightly or errin ly 
contemplated, have heen deduced the chief of the theories in philo- 
Jofophy and divinity which have ebtained in the world. And 
this mut be the bafis on which thetrue fyftem refts. He who has 
juft conceptions of the nature of goodnels, and the charséter which 
«t forms, and is willing to admit us inevitable expreflions, will be 
likely to traverfe the nght road. Truth will be bis invaluable pof- 
feffion. Every fcheme by which the fupport of the doétrine-of 
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Usiverfal Salvation has been attempted, has evidently {prung frogs 
mifconceptions of the nature and genuine operations of goodneis. 
This appears ftrikingly in the work to which the book now under 
our view is defigned to be an anfwer. It is thought that Mr. 
Strong has prefented this matter in a juft point of view. Hence 
he obviates, with eafe, every objection which is brought again 
eternal punifhment. His book is divided into three parts. In 
the firft he produces evidence chiefly from the writets of tie New 
‘Feftament, thatthe punithment of the finally impenitent will be 
eternal. ‘This evidencé ‘appears to be full; perhaps more than 
enough. In the fecond part he attempts, and it is thought wit 
uncommon ingenuity and addrefs, to ovviate the moft popular ob- 
jections to this doétrine. In doing which, he clearly iceured his 
main point, the evincing of the reconcileablenets of eternal punith- 
ment with the infinite benevolence of God. In the third part, he 
meets and refutes the reafoning,.-if it may be called fuch,, of .Dr- 
ha Bh Huntington, in a pofthumous work, entitled, ‘* Calvinifm 
mproved.”” Here his work was eafy, and if i be performed 
without great merit, thé reafon is to be found in the diminutive- 
nefs of the object encountered, rather than in want of dexterity in 
the mode of attack. ‘To cut down the réeling flower, requires but 
a feeble touch ; while, to fell the fturdy oak calls for many a manly 
blow. The clofing.addlrefs is pertinent ant folemn. 








>... — _— a 
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N Monday, 20th of March,1797, a meeting of the Glafgow 
Miffionary Society was held in the Chapel of Eafe, for the 
purpofe of fetting apart Meffts. Duncan Campbell and Robers 
Henderfon, as Cytechilt Miffionaries to the neighbourhood of Si- 
erra Leone, in Africa. Aftér an excellent and fuitable fermon, by 
the Rev. Mr. Ranken, from Matt. xxviii. 19,20. ‘Go ye, 
therefore, and teach all nations, and lo! Lam with you alway.” : 
The Rev. Mr. Balfour delivered an animating addrele to the two 
Mifhonaries: [n the courfe of which he prefented to each of them 
a Bible, in fuch a foleon and ftriking manner, as made a ftron¢ 
and vitible ix.preffion oa the whole multitude affembled, which'was 
very great ; thefe being the firft Miffionaries fent from Scotland. The 
collection amounted to sal. 18s..6d. Immediately after, the Cate- 
chifis, accompanied by the Rev. Mr. Ranken, fet our for Liver- 
pool, there to take thip for the coaft of Africa, with letters of re- 
commendation to te Governor and Chaplaia of the Sierra Leone 
Company. 
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The following Paragraph, we give upom the Authority of @ 
New/paper. 


« THAT {yitem of revolution in politics, as well as in religion, 
which has, of late years pervaded Eucope, has already made 
progrefs in Perfia. A very confulerable Priace, ag the name of 
Wahabee, bastaken large ttrides to overthrow the Mahommedan 
religion; he profefles the worthip of one Gon; and he has al- 
ready drawn feveral of the neighbouring Princes over to his tenets, 
and is daily increafing his adherents in this revolution of religious 
opinion. WVahabec forbids all force, and only withes for profelytes 
on the conviction of reafon, and calls his “* Taz Revicton or 
PEACE.’ 


MISSIONARY SHIP. 


LETTERS have been received in London from the thip Duff, 
with the Miffiionaries on board, for the South Sea Ilands, dated 
at Rio Janeiro,* 14th November, 1796. ‘They had arrived there 
after a quick and agreeable voyage of feven weeks from St. He- 
lens, and were, on the 18h, going out of harbour, to wait the 
fir fair wiad for fea. ‘Captain Cook, in his fecond voyage, fail- 
ed from Spithead on the 26th of Augeft, and dul not arrive there 
till November 14. He failed again on December 5, and reached 
Otaheite on the 11th of April fucceeding. There is reafon to 
thope, therefore, that if the Duff has met with no adlverfe event, 
they may now be daaded im the South Sea Iflands. 


-- 


TO THE REV. MATTHEW . WILKS. 
Duff, Harbour of Rio- Faneiro, Coaft of Braxil, 
November 16, 1796. 
Rev. Sir, 

AS atribate of gratitude, I.beg Your acceptance of a fimple, 
vet faithful narrative of our voyage to this place. September ae, 
afer taking leave of Dr. Haweis, we anchored near the hore ‘for 
the night; aad, before the fun rofe, in the morning of the 23d, the 
Commodore fired a gun, and we all got under weigh, and failed 
witha fleet of merehantnen, of about:fixty fail, oh convoy of 
the Adamantand Fly fleop.—Chofe a committee, and made fome 
regulations refpecting our ftudies, watching, &c. faw Portland 
liglit at might. On the agth, in the evenimg, lay too off oo 
mouth, aad made a fignal to the port—failed again—the Fly = 


* Rio- Fanciro is a province of Brazil, in South-America. The.ca- 
pital, from whence the letter is dated, is fituated about 23 degrees 
fouth latitude, making from St. Helen’s, near Spithead, 5000 miles 
taiitude, and nearly 43 degrees, or about 3000 miles, weit longitude.” 
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all fail from us—at twelve at night, received a fignal to lay too, 
and drifted down the Channel. Lord’s-day, the 2 sth, moft of us 
were very fick, Boing detained off Falmouth, we put letters on 
fhore. Exchanging die Ply flocp for a frigate, we failed again, 
and foon loft fight of land. We continued very fick till the 28th, 
when we were enabled ro refute our ftudies. We could got fail 
fo faft as we could with, having in the fleet fome heavy failers, fo 
that we could only carry our top-fails. On the 30th, parting wit! 

our convoy, in lat. 44. §1. after giving the ufual fignal, we hoift- 
ed all fail, and were foon out of fight of the fleet. A prayet-meet- 
ing was held on this occafion, and we more earneftly than ever 
gave wp ourfelves to the fervice and protection of God. On Lord’s- 
day, OGtober 2, the orditiance of the Lord’s fupper was adininif- 
tered, arid his word preached, which proved a {weet and precious 
cordial to us at tis time, bemg fituated on the mighty waters, and 
nothing to be feen but fea and fky. Odtober 6th, Law the ifland 
of Madeira, the firft land we had feen fincé we left England. The 
land is very high, and partly covered with clouds, and exhibits a 
autiful profpeét. On the 7th We had heavy fhowers of fain, 
which confined us between decks. On the 8th %w Palma, one 
of the Canaries, at adiftance; and, on the ioth croffed the tropic 
of Cancer. A ftrange fail now came in fight; but after fhe Kad 
mangeuvred with us for fome time, and perceived that we difplay: 
ed no figns of fear, the hauled her wind, afid-ran away. Oh he 
2th, obferved « folemnity of fafting and prayer. The t 3th, faw 
one of the Cape de Verd Iflands, Sai or Salt Hland, a vety barren 
and uninhabited fpot—could not obferve a fhrub on it. In the 
atternoon faw Bona Vitta, and fome fhips m the harbour. The 
rath, failed under the eaft-fide of Mayo, and perceived four veffels 
in the port; as foon as we loft fight of this rfland, we faw St. Ja- 
«co; and about two e’clock eaft anchor in Port Praya Bay. An 
American veffel, which lay there, promifed to convey lciters; but 
as we did not place much eonhdence im their promifes, very few 
leners were fent. This ifland lies in 16 degrees north latitude, and 
is veryhort. ‘The 15th, weat on (hore—the furf on the beach was 
great; the waterwery bad. We obtained hogs and poultry, but 
they were remarkably poor; we likewife precured cocoa-nuts, ban- 
nanas, plantains, oratges, lemons, and dates, in exchange for old 

clothes. Dy. Gillham paid the Gevernor, who was ill, a vifit, 

and was kindly entertained. Heving completed our water, we 

failed again the fame day. The rth fpoke the Jack, Park, of 
Liverpool, a (yuincaman, bound to the coatt of Affica, for 

flaves; the firft thip we fpoke at fea. The 19th, fome waier- 

fpouts, at a diftance, exhibited an awful and wonderful fcene., 

“Fhe 20th we experienced fudden fqualls, accompanied with rain, 

but not very violent; and, omthe 22d, there was a dead calm, all 
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day. Several tharks playing round the thip, I caught one, with 
a hook ans line, about five feet long, and another was caught a 
little larger. The 29th we croffed the equino€tial line, in 30° 
welt long. On the 31{t faw the ifland of Ferdinand Noronka, 
on the coaft of South-America. It appeared like a church and 
fteeple, at the diftance of nine or ten leagues. November 2d. 
we faw feveral Portuguefe men of war, called fo by feamen, 
round the thip, and caught fome in a bucket ; they are pretty pink- 
coloured bladdérs, in the fhape of a very curious fhell, and fail 
as a fhip on the water. November 6th the facrament of the 
Lord’s fupper was adminftered, and we had great reafon to blefs 
our God, For providing a fpiritual table for us in this little ark. 
November 7th, we met together at four o’clock, corre{ponding 
with your time at half paft fix, to unite in prayer with our dear 
friends in England, it being the firft Monday in the month. No- 
vember 10th, faw land from the top-maft-head ; it was the coaft 
of South-America. Sailed very fwiftly, at the rate of eight or nine 
knots, and the fhip had very little motion. ‘The 11th, faw Cape 
Frio, and altered our courfe more to the weftward ; but as we coul i 
hot reach Rio jp time, we plyed off and on to fpend the night. 
On the 12th, 9 day-break, ftood in for the fhore; {poke a boat, 
but none on board could talk Englifth. The land we now faw 
formed a different profpect to any we had yet feen: Ihe fummits 
of the mountains were hid in the clouds, and the hills near the 
fhore covered to the top with fruit trees. We paffed by feveral 
iflands which were neatly covered with verdure. - The harbour 
of Rio-de-Janeiro, which we now faw, formed a moft beautiful 
profpect. There were feveral well-fortified iflands in the midft ; 
and on the main land we faw a beautiful aqueduct, containing, 
as we fuppofed, about fifty arches, extending aerofs a valley be- 
tween two mountains. Here we obferved the marks of their fu- 
perftition, the crofs, erected on the top of the hills, and in the 
forts. “The harbour-mafter came on board, and piloted us to the 
place where we were to anchor; where we were ftritly watched 
and guarded by foldiers, in a large boat, night and day. __Lord’s- 
day, the 13th, we expected to be interrupted in gur worfhip, but 
they behaved very quietly, and the 14th fome gentlemen came on 
board, and examined the fhip’s log-book amd other papers; fent 
the firft and fecond mate on fhore, and foon after the Captain, 
where they were ftrictly examined; we however obtained leave 
to go on thore, but not without a guard. We expect to leave 
this place on Saturday next. 

And now, | beg to remark, how kind the providence of God 
has been to us: We paffed through the torrid zone, and have 
hardly known what the feorching rays of the fun are ; we have 
failed above 5000 miles, and have not known what bad weatlier 
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or illnefs is in any degree, fea-ficknefs excepted; we have not 
known the want of any thing outwardly, and we have had the 
peace of God, I truft, reigning among us, &c. &c. 





THE Colony of Sierra Leone is fo intimately conneéted with 
the caufe of miffions, and of all the heft interefts of mankind, that 
the following authentic account of its progrefg and general prof- 
perity cannot fail to gratify every benevctent mind. 

A general Court of the Sierra Leone Company was held at the 
Paul’s Head Tavern, on Turfday the 30th of March, when a 
report was read by the chairman, giving a favourable account of 
the health of the colony during the ‘laft year; in which, though 
the officers of the Company, as well as the fettlers, had experienced 
repeated attacks from the diforders incident to the climate, they had 
in general recovered, without fuffering materially, cither in their 
conftitutions or external appearances, and wot one white perfon 
had died. 

On the article of trade, the report was not fo favourable. “The 
obftacles it had to encounter from the war, the continuance of the 
flave-trade, and other concurring circumftances, had confiderabl 
impeded its operations, and occafioned the returns to be but {mall. 

The cultivation of the colony was ftated to be proceeding ra- 
pidly and fuccefsfully. ‘The difcovery of the coffee-tree growing 
wild in the woods, the berries of which, brought home as fpeci- 
mens, had been pronounced to be of a very fuperior quality, and 
that of a fpecies of bark, which has been found, by theexperi- 
ments of an eminent phyfician in ‘London, to poffefs all the tonic 

‘qualities of the Peruvian bark, with fome additional properties, 
likely to render it a very ufeful acquifition to the Materia Medica, 
were fpoken of, and heard «with great fatisfaétion, as likely to 
prove very advantageous to the company. Very confiderable plan- 
tations had been made, both of the native and Weft-India coffee. 

The Nova-Scotia fettlers had improved much in their general 
obedience to the laws, and had acted peaceably and prudently in 
their election of civil officers, and with much difcretion as jury- 
men. The fchoals were going on well; and the natives were in 
the beft habits of intercourfe with the ‘Company’s ofhcers, for 
whom they felt daily an increafing deference, their chiefs having, 
on many occafions, made the principal officers of the Company 
the arbitrators of their difputes. 

Letters have been received in Edinburgh, from Sierra Leone, 
dated 8th February, 1797, by which it appears, that the Chaplain, 
Schoolmafters, and Company’s officers, were all well. 





IT will give much pleafure, we truft, to many of our readers, 
to be informed, that a revival of religion begins to appedt in Ork- 
se * ney. 
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ney. For a ‘onz time paft it has been juftly confidered as one of 
the moft defolate 'places, i in relpedt of Ciiriflianity, in all Scotland, 
Parithes originally too éxtenfive have been annexed, Churches 
have for years been lying in ruins, and, on that fingle account, 
pablic worthip has, in fome inftances, been intirely fufpe nded by 
the minifters. The pariih- fchools have alio been very much neg- 
lected. In many places, there has been no teacher for a long 
period of ume. Of courte ignorance and vice have very generally 
prevailed. Inone parifh, which we could name, it is a tact, that 
hefore the incumbenc y of the prefear minifter, the Lord's fupper 
had been difpefed only twice in FiFTY-FoUR YEARS. Now, 
however, fome taichful labourers begin to appear. To fupply, as 
far as poflible, the want of parochial fchools, feveral perfons regu- 
larly employ ¢ themfelves during the winter in teaching the children 
in their neighbourhood. Numbess of ople , in different parts of 
the country, mect regularly every Sabbath, when they have no 
fermon in the parith, to jom in praife and prayer, to read the ferip, 
tures, evangel heal fermons, and other religious books. A place 
of worthip has lately been built, which is jupplicd by miniftcrs of 
the Seceflion, whofe labours appear to have been bleffed of God to 
many, The power of the gofpel 1 is manifefted in the convictions of 
fome; in the faith and hope of others. The worfhip of God is fet 
vp in many families, and meetings have been inflituted for praye; 
and religious converfation. 





Lonpon Misstonary Society’s ANNUAL MEETING, 
[From a private Correfpondent. | 
London, 19th May, 179}. 


——— I HAD the mortification to arrive at London about an 
hour after the laft miffionary fermon was preached by Melville 
Horne. I have therefore loft much intelligence which I might 
otherwife have been able to communicate. 1 underftand the places 
of worthip were well attended, and their mifhonary ardour not in 
the leaft abated. ‘There was a meeting of the m embers held at the 
Cafile and Falcon laft Friday afternoon, which, as | hear, has 
feidam been equalled for fojemnity, zeal, end pleafure. ¢ Several of 
the minifters at this meeting were fo very much warned end Hn- 
h efied, that they offered themfelves as Miffionaries, if occafion 

thould require. ‘Ibe butinefs was fo important and interefting, 
that wey adjourned ull lak Monday, and he id another mecting at 
the Scots Hall, Crane Court, Fleet-fireet, at which I was prefert. 
Jt conunued from four e’clock in the afierncon till nine. Ft was 
the moft delighttul meeting of the kind | ever witnefled. So much 
u ndifembled zeal ior the honour of the Redeemer, and the talva- 
tion of fouls, fo much loye and unanimity, fo much {pirituality, 
, good 
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ood fenfe, and cloguence,.iwas truly charming. It feemed as if 
the Wonderful Counfellor was’ in the midit of them. To give 
you but an abftvaét of the various {peeches, would exceed the 
hounds of more letters than this. I muft therefore defer it till [fee 
you. A queftion contiderably agitated was, Whether it was not 
the duty of ininifters, and efpecially thofe of the direStion, te'go as 
Mifionaries, and what conftitured it their dury? Mr. Wilkes 
had ia the Friday’s meeting propofed, that the Directors d@nomi- 
nate {uch minifters in the direétion as might be deemed moft fit to 
undertake the duty o! Miffionaries. ‘The converfation upon this 
propofal ended m a refolution, that it be recommended to all the 
miniiters connected with the Society, to examine themfelves, as in 
the prefence of God, whether they are not called to the office of 
Mifhionaries. Dodcter Hunter coneluded all with ain addrefs of 
abont five minutes, that was really aftonifhing, conlidering it the 
effution of che moment, and then clofed with prayer. | 
I was lait Sabbath evening at Bury-ftreet lecture, appointed for 
the Jews. It was well attended by Gentiles, but 1 faw no Jews. 
Mr. Greatheed preached. I underftand that Mr. Love preached 


the Sabbath before, and that his fermon is to be printed, 





Fisvida, (State of New-VYork,) Sept. 1§, 1797. 


“THERE has been, for feveral months paft, a confulerable 
awakening and attention to religion im one quarter of this con- 
gregation. As many as ten or twelve have given hopeful evidence 
of a work of grace on their hearts, and have made a public pro- 
feffion of religion. The fcriptures, we fee, are efficacious to con- 
vince and convert men, notwithftanding the daring attempts of in- 
fidels to overthrow them.” Adighty is the truth, and it fall pre- 
vail, 

THERE has been confiderable ferioufnefs and religious con¢ 
‘ern among the Stockbridge Indians the fummer paft. ‘“ A fick 
woman, faid to her Minifter, I have frequently been {tirred up, fe- 
rioufly to attend to religion, but my convictions always foon left 
me; but on the late death of my child, I could not fhake them off. 
I fnd Lam truly deferving of God’s wrath: awful feenes have 
been reprefented to my mind; my fins appear like mountains of 
guilt ready to fink me to hell, but now I feel willing God fhould 
do with me as he pleafes.”’ 

Two Iadians on a vifit to their mintfter, one in converfatisn 
faid, ** | Bnd great dificuley with my own wicked heart, I many 
times get loft, and aim in the dark: it appears to me [I want to-do 
thofe things which are agreeable to the will af God, but I find my- 
felt very ignoraat ; I think the defire of my heart isto know ee 
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but how to overcome my wild pagan heart I tind not, I come now 
for fome further light and inftruchon.’ 

The other obferved, “dT every day walk with fear left 1 fall 
fhort of my duty, and lofe the concein for my foul, which, of late, 
has been impreffed on my mind: ’tis my conftant prayer, that { 
may not deceive or be deceived.” 


eee 





Salem, Sept. 1797. 
« OUR people do not awake to miffions, and the great reafon 


is, that fo many who are engaged for mifhons are faft afleep as 
to their duty towards their families and neighbours. ‘The work 
of golpelizing the world is to begin at Ferufalem.” 





NFORMATION is received, that folemn and very general 
eH ation to the great concerns of religion, involving a hopeful ac- 
ceffion to the. crofs, has taken place, at Somers, Cortnedticut, un- 
der the miniftry of the Rey. Charles Backus, and at Manchefter, 
in Mafflachufeits, where there is no ordained miniter, but in- 
ftruction is contributed by occational lupply, and fome of the ncigh- 
bounng clergy. 

















Mr. Epitor, 


The e following L ines, handed me by a Friend, have produced 
fuck an Impreffion on my Mind, that I thought they might 
ufefully cccupy a Place in your Magazine. “Uf vour Sentis 
ment is the fame, you are at Liberty to infert them. 


Reficctions of a Clergyman in Virginia returning Home from 3 
Duty ina gloomy Night. 


OME, heavenly penfive.contemplation, come, 
Poffeis my foul, and folemn thoughts infpire ! 

‘The facred hours that with too fwift a wing, 
Incefiant hurry by, not quite elapfed, 
Demand a ferious clofe. Then be my foul 
Sedate and folemn, as this gloom of night 
‘That thickens round me. Free from care, compos’d 
Be all my foul, as this Gread folitude, 
‘Through which, with gloomy joy, | make my way.— 7 


Above thefe ciouds, above the fpacious tky, ; 
In whote vaft arch the cloudy oceans roll, 
Difpenting fatnefs to the world below ; 

There dwells the Majefty, whofe fingle hang 
Props univerfal nature, and who deals 
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His liberal bleffings to this little globe, 
The refidence of worms; where Adam’s fons, 


w 
Thoughtlefs of him who taught their fouls to think, 

t Ramble in vain purfuits.—The holt of Heaven, 

Cherabs and feraphs, potentates and thrones, : 

i Array’d in glorious light, hover on wing \ 
Before his throne, and wait his fovereign nod. 
With active zeal, with facred rapture fir’d, 
To his extenfive empire’s utmoft bound, 

) They bear his orders, and his charge perform. 

Yet HE,—even HE, (ye Minifters of flame, 


Admire the condefcenfion and the grace !) 
Employs a mortal, form’d of meaneft clay, 
Debas’d by fin, whofe heft defert is hell, 
Employs him to proclaim a Saviour’s name, 
And offer pardon to a rebel world! 

This day my tongue, the glory of my frame, 
Enjoy’d the honour of his advocate.— 
Immortal fouls, of more tranfcendent worth ‘ | 
Than Ophir’s or Peru’s exhauftlefs mines, 

Are trufted to my care—Important truft ! 

What if fome wretclred foul, (tremendous thought !) 

Once favour’d with the gofpel’s joyful found, | 
Now loft, forever loft, through my negle&, i 
In dire infernal glooms, with flaming tongue, i ) 
Be heaping execrations on my head ; | 
While here fecure I dream my life away ! 
What, if fome ghoft, cut off from life and hope, | 
With fierce difpairing eyes, upturn’d to Heaven, 

That wildly ftare, and witnefs horrors huge, ‘i 
Be roaring horrid, ‘* Lord avenge my blood 

On that unpitying wretch, who faw me run, 

With full career, the dire enchanting road 

To thefe devouring flames, yet warn’d me not, 

Or faintly warn’d me, and with languid tone, 

And cool harangue, denounc’d eternal fire, 

And wrath divine !””—At the dread fhocking thought 
My fpirit fhudders, all my inmott foul 

Trembles and fhrinks !—Sure if the plaintive cries 

Of {pirits reprobate can reach the ear 

Or their great judge, there mutt be cries like thefe.— 


But if the meaneft of that happy choir, 

, ‘That with eternal fymphonies furround 

The heavenly throne, can ftand and thus declare, 
** [| owe it to his care that Lam here, 

“ Nextto Almighty grace: his taichful hand, 
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** Regardlefs of the frowns he might imeur, 
Saute id me, relu tant, from appr vachin# flames; 

“ Ready tac 9 and burn unquen whable,— 

a May chk Mt race reward his pious zeal, 

* With fome bright mantioa in this we rid of bhifs.’”’ 


Tranfporiing thoug it! Then bleffed be the hand 

‘Laat form’d my elemental clay to maa, 

Aol ftill fupports me! ’ Lis worth while to live, 
ll may live to purpotes fo great. 

Awake my dormant zeal ! forever dame 

With generous weg: for immortal fouls ; 

And may my ead and tongue, and hear ty and a/ 


Spend a: nd be {pent in fervice fo divine ! 





From the MisstonanyY MAGAZINE. 
E'T the poor worldling hug his pelf, and prize a litte name; 
Contracted in the {phere of /e/f, nor know an higher aim. 
let cold profeffors urge delay, and open foes deride, 
C hrifttans the w illing call obey, with Jefus for their guide. 
For who that feels the truth divine, emancipate his mind, 
But prays that heav’nly light to fhine, diffufive o’er mankind. 
And mark the flame of heav’ ‘nly love, wide kindling thro’ the land ! 
And fmiling Providence approve, and bright’ning hopes expand . 
Yes, many cheettully devote their talents, “wealth, and time, 
That thus falvation may be brought to men of diftant clime! 
a {} nar tg noble efforts fail, though earth and hell oppefe, 
G gns, and truth maft fill prev ail againft unnembe d foes. 


(For 3 ion s king dom reltsfecure, amidfeach threat’ ning blafk, 


iit bli lith’d on a bagi s fure, while endiefs ay es laft.) 

= wae = ork fhall bear its willing part, and circulate abroad, 
Enliv’ning news to ev’ry heart, “that owns a Saviour God. 

Pe rchance to many yet unborn, thefe pages may record, 

When Heathens hail’d the gofpel-morn, and turn’d tofeek the Lond. 
Big with aftoniihing events, the prefent times appear ! 

And multitudes of praying faints view the glad period near. 

W h ren counilels numbers of our race, (0! animating thought,) 
Gather’d from ev'ry iribe, and place, to Jefus fhall be brought. 
‘Then th: td he barren cefert fmile, chang’d to a fruitful field, 

And all the late uncultur’d foil, a glorious harveft yield! 

id aft e, Lord, the prowtife to fulfil, thine empire wide extend, 
Aud ler the n ations to thy will, in glad fubmiffion bend. 

!_oud Hallelujahs to thy name, from fhore to fhore refound, 
While angel-anthems catch the theme,and fin g, the loft are found,” 


AZEIL. 
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END Ol THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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